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In the preparation of this work the author has 
endeavoured to " prove all things," and he earnestly 
asks the reader to " hold fast that which is good." 

The plain statement of a duty is the first step 
towards its accomplishment. In these pages the 
author has attempted to make as plain as possible 
a duty incumbent on each member of the Christian 
Church, and one which, in his opinion, has not 
received the attention it deserves. 

The furtherance of the Gospel of " Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified" is the one end at which he aims, 
and if this work produce that effect, his end will 
be attained. Praying that the " Father of Lights " 
may so shine through this volume, and lighten those 
who read, and touch their hearts to respond, the 
author gives it to the world with the full hope that 
the bread cast upon the waters shall be found after 
many days. 
- The author desires to express his sincere thanks 
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to the Very Reverend R. Payne Smith, D.D., Dean 
OF Canterbury, for his commendatory and instructive 
Introduction : he likewise acknowledges his indebted- 
ness to his esteemed friends, Dr. P. A. Macpherson, 
and Mr. J. Davies, B.C.L., LL.B , for their criti- 
cisms and suggestiona 

LivKttPOOL, January i886. 
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The writer of this volume is one who is earnestly 
endeavouring to bring before the mind of the Church 
a truth now almost forgotten, namely, that we ought 
to give unto God a fixed proportion of our income. 
In these days, when the right of the Church to re- 
tain its endowments is challenged, we hear much 
about the origin of tithes, and that they are God's 
part of the fruits of the ground which year by year 
He gives us. But how many of those who thus plead 
for the maintenance of tithes prove the sincerity of 
their pleading by giving the tithe of their own 
income to religious and charitable uses ? And who 
are the great enemies of tithes but those who, while 
affirming that it was right for Saxon thanes and 
Norman barons to saddle their lands for all time with 
the payment of a tenth for religious uses, syste- 
matically neglect the duty equally incumbent upon 
themselves of giving the same share of the firuit 
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of their labours to the same purposes? If the 
Church of England is disendowed it will be a 
Nemesis upon it for living upon the piety of the 
past, and neglecting the practice of this piety in 
the present. 

For even in the present day, when our dear Church 
is awakening to a sense of her great responsibilities 
as the Established Church of the nation, and there 
are signs of growing liberality all around, two great 
deficiencies are very plainly discernible: the first, 
that the giving is on the part of the few, and not of 
the many ; the second, that even with the few there 
is little method in their munificence. Now, in the 
Bible there is systematic teaching as to the share of 
our income due to God, and it resolves itself into 
two or three heads, which are as follow : — 

1. In addition to voluntary offerings the Jews paid 
tithes— one tithe for the support of the Levites, and 
a second tithe, which from Deut. xii. 6, / and other 
places we learn was held in trust by the priest for 
the good of the people, as well as for the service of 
the sanctuary. When tithes are treated merely as so 
much rent their religious character is lost. 

2. Nothing might be enjoyed by the owner until 
God had had His shara- The firstlings of all cattJe, 
the first-fruit borne by a tree, the first sheaves of the 
harvest, all belonged to God. In this there waa a 
twofold lesson. For first, it taught a truth, inculcated 
even more plainly by Christ, that God is owner, and 
man a steward set over that which id another's ; and 
secondly, that we can expect no blessing or enjoy- 
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ment of what we receive unless Ood has had His 
portion. If we rob Him we act as thieves, and not 
as His children. 

3. We find in the New Testament, i Oor. xvi. 2, 
the law of Christian liberality. At regularly recur- 
ring intervals, the Christian is to set apart a portion 
of his income for Gt)d. St. Paul recommends the Lord's 
day in each week, and this would be suitable for those 
who live by labour ; as most of those to whom the 
Apostle was writing probably did. For those in 
trade the time would be when they took stock, and 
knew what their profits wera For those with fixed 
incomes the calculation would be easy, and they 
would keep God's account as carefully as that of their 
own share. But St. Paul does not mention any fixed 
proportion. It is no longer a tithe, but Christians 
are to give " as Crod prospers them." But we may 
feel sure that the old law of tithes was accepted by 
the Christian Church. The first converts had gone 
far beyond it, and we find it practised down to 
mediaeval times. And never can a Christian give 
less than a Jew, and surely should give more. But 
this '^ more " cannot be calculated arithmetically. To 
many in poverty a twentieth would be a larger gift 
than a fifth &om one whom God prospers greatly. 
.But God's share will be no loss to the very poorest. 
For, like the first-fruits, it will bring a blessing upon 
aU the rest. 

Tliere are signs that some men are winning back 
this lost truth, of -giving in proportion as God prospers 
us. But they are the few and not the many. What 
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the Oharch needs is that her children should awaken 
to a sense of this great privilege ; for a privilege it is 
rather than a duty. And then her stakes will be' 
strengthened and her cords lengthened, till with rapid 
increase she wins the world for her Master. For 
^^ bring ye the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in my house, and prove me now here- 
with, saith Jehovah Sabaoth, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven. . . . And all nations shall 
call you blessed ; for ye shall be a delightsome land, 
saith Jehovah Sabaoth " (Mai. iii 10-12). 

A Church supported by the piety of the past is 
allowing her strength to depart &om her. It is 
a proof that our national Church is still a living 
Church that she has done, and is doing, so much to 
overtake the neglect and supineness of the last cen- 
tury. But the liberality, growing often into munifi- 
cence, on the part of a large number of her children, 
has not always been recognised by them as a duty, 
though they have felt it to be a privilege. And still 
to the large majority of professing Christians it is 
neither one nor the other, and they wonder that they 
eat their bread joylessly, and in narrowness of heart, 
not recognising the fact, that no first-fruits have been 
given to God, and that no blessing from Him cometh 
upon that of which He has not had His share. The 
days are past when Christians in their first burst of 
thankfulness gave up all their private property to the 
Church, and had all things in common ; but to give 
no share to God of that which is wholly His, and we 
but stewards, is to cease to be Christians at all, or 
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to be at most but nominal members of Christ's body. 
For read the eighth chapter of St. Paul's Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, and there you will see 
that, the grounds of Christian liberality rest upon 
our acceptance of Christ, If we know the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, we know that though He was rich, 
yet for our sake He became poor ; and if we would 
follow His example, we must first give ourselves unto 
God, just as Christ gave, not silver and gold, but 
Himself for us. And if we have given ourselves, 
then the rest will follow. For though Christian men 
and women may fall fer behind in the acknowledg- 
ment and discharge of a. duty, especially when it has 
been lost from sight, or has held but a backward 
place in the preaching of their pastors, and a low 
place in the practice of all around, yet are their 
hearts always open to the calls of duty; and it is 
hoped that the teaching of this volume will make 
many feel that systematic giving is a duty which 
no Christian .can conscientiously neglect. 



R. PAYNE SMITH. 



The Dbanbrt, Cantebbubt, 
January 1886. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Truth the more you spread, 

The more you emulate truth's Deity 

In His best attribute." 

— Bailey. 
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CHAPTER I. 

GOD'S FRACTION. 

** Truth the more you spread, 
The more you emulate truth's Deity 
In His best attribute." — Bailey. 

It is of the highest importance that we should know 
the truth. It is the only firm basis upon which to 
build general or individual weal. An appredation 
of its value is now to be seen in the unsparing efforts 
moralists and philanthropists are making to spread 
its various forms. Pulpit and University, School 
and Press are to-day bound together in the holy task 
of publishing truth. As inhabitants of a free land, 
desiring the highest good of the greatest number, 
we are firm believers in giving truth to the masses. 

But a professedly Christian people should be 
thoroughly conversant with what is termed Revealed 
Truth, its privileges, duties, and rewards : for to the 
Christian has it been specially intrusted, by it he 
has been specially blessed, and he is laid under pro- 
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found obligations to give it to others; indeed if 
he is faithfdl to his profession he will do this, for 
"true Christians resemble flowers, which, when 
touched by the first ray of the genial morning snn, 
stretch upwards, expand their refireshed petals to 
the monarch of the day, and diffuse nothing around 
them but fragrance and refreshment." 

There are some truths which have been set forth 
almost to the exclusion of others. Such pressure 
has been laid upon the former that the latter have 
been made to appear rather insignificant. 

The people have been told with laudable and 
enthusiastic fervour of God s truth as to repentance, 
faith, holiness, and other duties and privileges ; but 
they have not, generally speaking, been so earnestly 
instructed in the Scriptural truths which reveal His 
claims upon their income — ^the consecration of the 
purse as well as of the heart, of the hand equally 
with the knee. There has, moreover, been no special 
avidity manifested to learn this phase of Christian 
truth : this, perhaps, in a measure accounts for so 
few books appearing upon it, and also for the grave 
dereliction of duty referred to. Social position, the 
offerings of others, momentary emotion, have, alas ! 
too frequently been appealed to, and oftentimes when 
the desired response has been so produced, there has 
been proftise adulation of the giver — ^rather than a 
clear declaration of the duties and privileges incum- 
bent upon him, and the rewards promised on their 
fulfilment. This has militated against Christianity, 
crippled her resources and deprived her of aggressive 
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ability. It has caused some to unduly magnify their 
importance, others to undervalue their position, and 
has fostered unmindftdness or ignorance of the just 
and evident claims of a loviag God upon income. 

Now all persons, paupers excepted, are in receipt 
of an income ; out of which they furnish the neces- 
saries of life, and those who have the disposition and 
ability, its comforts and luxuries. Some people have 
asserted their inability to give owing to an absence 
of income, their idea of income being limited to the 
surplus remaining after actual expenditure. If this 
idea of income be correct, none of us need have any 
unless we choose. Eveji from a worldly point of view, 
bow undesirable thus to live ignoring the exigencies 
of life, much more the claims of the Donor of all. 

For whence is the primary source of every man's 
income ? God. Ostensibly it comes from hard labour, 
from artistic skill, from commerce, from professional 
practice, or from profitably invested capital ; but, in 
reality, these are only chamuk of income, while the 
great and bounteous source is Jehovah Himself. To 
every believer in Providence this is obvious, nor does 
the revealed will of God, the Scriptures, fail to say 
so : " Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God, for it is 
He that giveth thee the power to get wealth."* " He 
did good, and gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." -f- 
And He is declared to be " the Living Gx)d, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy." J Because God 
is the source we are commanded to pray, " Give us 

♦ Dent. viii. 18. f Acts xir. 17. $ i Tim. vi. 17. 
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this day our daily bread," and the inspired Apostle 
St. Paul, writing to the poor believers at Philippi, 
furnishes them with this encouragement : " My GoD 
shall supply all your need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus." * It is a common thing for 
men to alienate absolutely their property, but the 
Divine Being never does so, though placing it in our 
hands, and making it contributory to the supply of 
our wants. 

He still maintains His claim on it. He has from 
time to time manifested that claim by reserving a 
certain portion for Himself. 

The Gfiirden of Eden was J3lissful and beautiful. 
Everything in it was for man's use, save one special 
portion which God reserved for Himself. All man's 
time was not his own absolutely, for a seventh por- 
tion of it was claimed by the Divine Being ; and, be 
it noticed, the first brethren acknowledged by their 
ofierings this Divine claim to a portion of their 
substance, though the exact nature of those offerings 
differed very widely. 

Looking into later times we find a definite por- 
tion of income required as a matter of right firom a 
people who, being specially chosen by God, we should 
reasonably expect would execute His will : we refer 
to the Jewish nation and their offering of not less 
than a tenth to the Most High by His command. 

Now all this demonstrates that man was not even 
in the earliest times absolute lord of creation, to do 
his own sweet will ; and that the Divine Being 

♦ Pha iv. 19. 
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has ever regarded property as His ; that man owed 
fealty to Him ; and that man's relation to property 
of every kind was merely as manager or steward ; so 
we find that He expressly calls it His, thus :-^ 

" The silver is minej and the gold is mine, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills." * " The earth is the 
Lord's and the fulness thereof." -f- " Every beast of 
the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills."! The Patriarch Job fully recognised this 
truth. Jehovah had bestowed upon him gold, sil- 
ver, cattle, and such like ; in His providence He was 
pleased to allow them to be taken away. But does 
Job repine ? Does he complain of injustice ? No. 
In regard to all he had received, he never looked 
upon God as having abandoned His proprietary 
claim. He considered everything not only as com- 
ing from the Lord, but as still belonging to the Lord. 
When therefore he was deprived of all, he had no 
sense of slight or injustice, but said : " The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord." § 

King David, in the moments of presenting his 
most munificent offerings to God, with the lowliest 
reverence and with the deepest self-abasement, said : 
" But who am I and what is my people, that we 
should be able to ofier so willingly after this sort ? 
For all things come of Thee and of ITiin^ own have 
we given Thee!^ 

The true relation, then, which every man sustains 

* Haggai ii. 8, t Ps. xxiv. i. 

X Ps. 1. 10. § Job i. 21. 
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to income is not that of proprietor, but agent or 
steward. What he gets he receives in trust. He is 
the manager of his Lord's goods. This is made 
quite plain to us in the New Testament parable of 
the Talents, on which we need not dwell* 

With these truths before us we ought to try and 
correct the spirit which would see no farther than 
the limit of self, and would blot GtoA out of the 
eommercial, professional, or so called independent 
world. His claim is upon everything, whether the 
gain, or the instrument for acquiring it, and it can- 
not be shaken off by the cold hand of indifference 
or destroyed by misguided ignorance, even though 
human nature would tend that way, as the following 
illustrates :-^ 

A young man, having in a single day made con- 
siderable profit by his trading, was appealed to for 
a trifle towards a charitable object whose need was 
very pressing. He refused. " But," it was urged, 
"God has some claim upon what you have been 
fortunate enough to make. Is not some of it His ? " 
" It's all my own and I can do what I like with it," 
was the uncouth reply. All his own! Was it? 
The common philanthropy of the age says, not j 
the common instinct of true manliness says, not ; and 
the Revealed Will of the. Almighty says, not. Yet, 
alas ! this is the deplorable spirit of too many living 
in a professedly Christian land. We must look not 
merely at the product of intellect, but to Him 
who gave that intellect; not merely to physical 

* Matt XXV. 27. 
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strength, but to the Great Renewer ; not merely to 
enterprise, but to Him who has endowed us with the 
spirit of it, and consider that everything is His, His 
inalienable right. 

Standing in the relation then that we do to God, 
we should apportion His property as He directs, 
seeing that the right to such direction by the Al- 
mighty cannot be doubted. He has ever exercised 
the right of disposition at His discretion. He took 
from primeval man a certain part of the earth known 
as Eden, and gave him another portion instead. 
He gave life and sustenance to Noah whilst He sent 
His judgments on a sinful world. He gave to 
Abraham flocks and tents and a numerous posterity, 
to Job both prosperity and adversity. He gave to 
Egypt com or withheld it. He set up kings or 
deposed them. He gave to kingdoms resources and 
prestige, or poverty and weakness. 

His teaching on the subject is not difficult to 
ascertain. Nature is His book, from which He has 
designed us to learn many lessons ; there He is 
teaching us in unnumbered ways that we should not 
keep for self and merely selfish purposes all that we 
acquire. Giving is inculcated in no meagre way. 
Yes, so largely and so plainly that we can hardly 
conceive of any man denying this truth. The 
ether is redundant with gifts varied and beneficent. 
The earth, with its teeming life, its verdure and 
beauty, is ever giving ; its beetling mountains give 
massive grandeur to the landscape ; its trees allur- 
ing fruits which gratify the taste, and leafy branches 
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which afford soothing shade ; its verdure and flowers 
give exhilarating perfume, healing for the sick, and 
sustenance for man and beast. Mighty rivers like 
the St. Lawrence have been flowing for thousands of 
years, slaking the thirst of generations, watering 
the fields, and still they are giving. " I have," says 
Dr. Guthrie, "watched the rise of the sun, as he 
has shot above the crest of the mountains, or in 
a sky draped with golden curtains sprang up from 
his ocean bed, I have wondered to think that he 
has melted the snows of so many winters, and 
renewed the verdure of so many springs, and painted 
the flowers of so many summers, and ripened the 
harvests of so many autumns," and yet at these 
seasons in their courses He is ever giving, and this 
is true of every department of nature. God has spe- 
cially taught us by Christ, the Christian's Exemplar 
and Lord, to give. He is God's best gift to helpless 
man. His earthly ministry was a series of sublime 
gifts ; He gave joy for suffering, health for sickness, 
comfort for pain ; to the deformed comeliness, to the 
deaf hearing, to the blind vision, to the pale corpse 
the ruddy glow of health, to the sinner forgiveness, 
to the ignorant supreme knowledge, and, above all, 
Himself a ransom for all. 

** His was a life of miracles and might, 
And charity and love." — Smart. 

Truly then God, by Christ and nature, aptly teaches 
us that what He has committed to our trust must 
not be completely absorbed by self. He who ceases 
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giving puts himself out of harmony with nature 
and with nature's God, and would no longer even 
exist if similarly the Almighty withheld from him 
His gifts. Not only are we thus taught by example 
what is the will of God on this subject but we have 
His express commands. " Every man shall give as 
he is able." * " Honour the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the firstfruits of thy increase." f "Freely 
ye have received, freely give." J " Give and it shall 
be given to you." § We are told a peculiar blessing 
is attached to the fulfilment of this duty, namely — 
" It is more blessed to give than to receive." || 

Now, observe, that not only are we commanded 
to give, but certain objects are set before us which 
the Lord has made it incumbent on us to support. 

The poor never ceased out of the land of the 
Hebrews, and God commanded them to be pro- 
vided for.ir Christ says, " Ye have the poor always 
with you," ** and God's solemn warning is, " Whoso 
fitoppeth his ears to the cry of the poor he also 
shall cry himself and not be heard ."-f-f- Christ 
has called and set apart men to carry on the work 
of His ministry, and has given instructions for their 
support.JJ Lijunctions are laid upon us as to " dis- 
tribution " and " hospitality." §§ There has also been 
committed to our trust the support and propagation 
of a Gospel, whose magic power has hushed to rest 

* Dent xvi 7. + Pro v. iii. 9, 10. J Matt. x. 8. 

§ Lnke vi 38. |] Acts zz. 35. 

1 Dent. XV. 11. ** Mark xi. 7. +t Prov. xxi v. 13. 

tt I Cor. iz. §§ Rom. xii. 13. 
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the tempest raised by conscious guilt, gi^en serenity 
to broken hearts, gladness to those who wept, contri- 
tion and tenderness to the obdurate and rebellions, 
nnrivalled charms to poetry and art, impetus to 
manufacture and commerce, brotherhood to nations : 
and by it man has been and is being reconciled to 
God, and conformed to His image. 

Now if God be the Great Proprietor and Dis- 
poser of all substance, and we as stewards receive 
a portion which we denominate income ; and if He 
commands and sets before us special objects for us 
to support, then giving to those objects is giving 
to Him, and the portion, whatever it may be, which 
is so needed for these special objects, is God's special 
claim on income : it is plainly His portion or frac- 
tion in a very particular sense. 

Nor does God look upon it otherwise, for He by 
His prophet strongly upbraids those who withhold 
that portion. He declares them to be guilty of the 
most disreputable of all acts — " Robbing JKm." "Will 
a man rob God ? Yet ye have robbed nie. But ye 
say, wherein have we robbed Thee ? In tithes and 

oflFerings." * 

If we keep, then, all our income, eat it, drink it, 
wear it, save it, we rob the poor, rob the sanctuary, 
rob the ministers of religion, rob the heathen, and 
thereby rob God. 

Covetousness, then, or lust must not clutch this 
God-given, God-claimed fraction, for it is His. What 
that fraction is we will next consider. 

* MaL ill 8. 



CHAPTER II. 

" The sacred page 
With calm attention scan. If on thy soul, 
As thou dost read, a ray of purer light 
Break in, oh, check it not ! give it full scope : 
Admitted, it will break the clouds which long 
Have dimmed thy sight, and lead thee till at last 
Convictions like the sun's meridian beams 
Illuminate thy mind." 

—Hayes. 
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CHAPTER II. 

WHAT FRACTION? 

** The sacred page 
With €alm attention scan. Jf on thy soul, 
As thou dost read, a ray bi^ilrer light 
Break in, oh, check it not ! give it full scope : 
Admitted, it will break the clouds which long 
Have dimmed thy sight, and lead thee till at last 
Convictions like the sun's meridian beams 
Illuminate thy mind." — ^Hayes. 

" I ALWAYS believe a portion of my income belongs 
to God. I give that portion at the churcli service, 
ialf in the morning and half in the evening. I dare 
not do anything else," said an active little man 
professing high Christian attainments, when spoken 
to on this subject. By the merest accident it became 
known, that on each occasion he dropped a three- 
penny piece into the oflfertory, and as he held a 
government office, his income was known to be over 
two hundred pounds per year. Did this man give 
God his portion ? Did he give proportionately ? We 
think not, and our conclusion is formed largely by 
the help of Scripture teaching. 

Yet there may possibly be some who cannot so 
readily agree with our conclusion, and we know 
there is a number of professing Christians, whose 
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minds are exercised on this subject, who ever and 
anon ask themselves : What portion of my income 
is to be dedicated to the service of God, to how 
much of it .does the Divine Being assert His special 
claim ? To endeavour to satisfy the minds of these 
persons and to do so in as certain a manner as 
possible, we reply that, taking a consensus of 
Evidence from Divine Revelation, God*s special 
claim rests on at least one-tenth of income. A 
man may give more and in many cases we believe 
is bound to give more, if he is to act proportion- 
ately ; but we cannot honestly and safely give less 
than one-tenth. Now we will endeavour to make 
this fact clear, as simply yet as fiiUy as possible. 

In proof of this we find our first argument in the 
fact, that we have no precedent in Scripture which 
will warrant us in giving less than a tenth. In the 
Scriptures we often read of the offerings of the great 
and good to the cause of God ; and in no single 
instance do we read of any one who gave less 
than a tenth, many gave more, much more, but 
none gave less. If we establish this statement on 
clear grounds, from evidence adduced from various 
parts of Scripture written under different dispensa* 
tions. We shall also have established the proposition 
we have just laid down, viz., "that God's special 
claim rests on at least a tenth of income," for the 
Scriptures, as we have received them, are the rule of 
faith and practice,* and what the entire teaching of 
Scripture is reasonably clear upon, we, as professing 

* Isa. viii 20 ; John y. 39 ; Acts xriL 11 ; Rev. xxii. iS, 19. ' 
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Cluistians, are bound to receive and embody in our 
life and action. It need hardly be necessary to pre- 
face onr examination with the statement that the 
Scriptnres teach us in more ways than one, not only 
by direct commandy but also by example, that there 
are God-given lessons for tis in God's treatment 
of men, communities, and nations. This seems 
specially evident in the writings of the First and 
Second Books of the Kings, and the First and 
Second Books of the Chronicles, for they set forth 
pre-eminently the history of men and communities 
in relation to God, and His dealings with them, and 
the object. of this is, that men and nations in after 
ages may learn profitable lessons from their example ; 
else, political and other national matters, which men 
do account of the highest moment, would have had 
the preponderance in these books, but they have not. 
In the New Testament Sodom and Gomorrha are 
said to be " set forth for an example" * Christ taught 
much by His blessed example, and those who deny 
teaching by example must also deny a very essential 
portion of their own life- 
Human nature is so difficult to instruct, particu- 
larly in things relating to God, that it is good to 
teach it by more ways than one, and if any given 
lesson is taught in the Word of God by more than 
one method its authority to i^ is strengthened. 

With these facts before us we will endeavour to 
examine the chief cases of offering recorded in the 
New Testament, and go back through other dispen- 

* Jude 7. 

B 
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sations, so far as we reasonably can. We take those of 
the New Testament first, becanse many are disposed 
to think that its teaching is more authoritative to ns 
in this dispensation. If this is so, and we can prove 
our point, it will strengthen our case all the more. 

In Second Corinthians * we read of the offerings of 
the Macedonian Churches. And how they did give ! 
They gave liberally ; they gave up to the ftill 
measure of their ability; yea, beyond their ability. 
Of this an inspired apostle is himself a witness, 
and, from personal observation, bears close testimony 
to the fact : " Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit 
of the grace of God, bestowed on the Churches of 
Macedonia ; how that in great trial of affliction the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to 
their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their 
power they were willing of themselves ; praying us 
with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, 
and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering 
to the saints." 

Now some will say — true, the Macedonians gave 
liberally ; but it is not recorded that they gave a tenth. 
We reply it is not recorded that they did not give . 
a tenth ; and, therefore, the silence of the apostle, 
as to the exact proportion of their giving, proves 
nothing either one way or the other. 

It is, however, morally certain they did give a 
tenth and more, as otherwise the apostle could not 
have commended them as he does, and have held 

* viiL 2, 3, 4. 
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them up as examples to other Chnrches. Only let 
it be remembered, that St. Paul had been brought 
np a strict Jew, that as such he had been accnstomed 
to devote not only one-tenth of his income to God, 
but more than two-tenths ; and that, therefore, the 
giving of but one-tenth would have necessarily 
appeared to him but a small measure of liberality. 

Let it be further borne in mind that this strictly 
educated Jew deemed Judaism but the shadow, and 
Christianity the substance ; that the old national 
religion had fulfilled its task, and ought now to be 
suffered to drop away ; that to cling to the shadow 
when it had been superseded by the substance, was 
reversing the order of God ; that as the substance is 
superior to the fitful shadow, so Christianity excelled 
in obligation and privilege Judaism. And with 
these views filling the mind, let it be asked, could 
any man with such training, and with such ideas 
and habits, have commended and held up as ex- 
amples of Christian liberality, any people who had 
consecrated to the service of the Most High less than 
one- tenth of all they had received ? Beason and can- 
dour emphatically answer. No; and therefore, we 
<5onclude, it is morally certain that the Churches of 
Macedonia contributed one-tenth, yea, more than 
one-tenth, of their temporal substance to the pur- 
poses of God. 

But this conclusion appears to be placed beyond 
all controversy by the consideration that, if the 
Macedonians had given less than a tenth of income 
to God, the inspired apostle would not have called 
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that " rich liberality/' 2 Cor. viii. 2,* which, under a 
previous and inferior dispensation, of fewer privi- 
leges and smaller obligations, could not have been 
liberality at all. 

The liberality of the first Church at Jerusalem 
was almost Kmitless; its members '^had all things 
in common; and sold their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all men, as every man had need" 
Acts ii. 44, 45. Now we do not say that such an 
extreme liberality was prudent, or that God required 
it, or that its full example is obligatory upon us. 
Our object in referring to it at present is to prove 
that these first believers gave a terUh and more. 

Probably you have heard it often said that " Zac- 
chaeus gave half of his income to religion." This is 
a mistake. He gave half to the poor alone. Here 
is his language to Jesus : ^^ Behold, Lord, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor,""}* and surely, the man 
who gave a full half of all he got to the poor, did 
not forget, nor neglect, nor refuse to give largely to 
the support of religion also. The probability there- 
fore is, that this "Son of Abraham," instead of 
merely giving the half mentioned — which, by the 
way, would appear prodigious and unreasonable to 

* Marginal reading ''singleness.*' On this Conybeare and How- 
son in Life and Epistle of St Paul, say, p. 456 : " The word here, 
probably denoting singleness, means, when applied to the mind, a 
disposition free from arriires jpensies, either of duplicity, selfishness^ 
or grudging ; thus it might naturally acquire the meaning of liber- 
ality, which it has in the eight and ninth chapters in this epistle, 
and perhaps in Romans xii 9/' 

t Luke xiz 8. 
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many rich and highly sanctimonious Christians of 
our day — gave three-fourths, or, it may be, even more 
of his temporal substance to the service of God. 

The poor widow, whose giving attracted the atten- 
tion of Jesus, gave ten-tenths ; for she cast all her 
living into the- treasury of the Lord. 

Such are the cases of giving most prominently 
recorded in the New Testament. In none of them 
can we reasonably say that less than one-tenth was 
ofTered ; and this is of no mean import, particularly 
to those who regard the New Testament writings of 
special authority in this dispensation. 

We will now take another retrospective view, and 
examine the offerings of those who lived under 
a prior dispensation, namely, the Jewish ; it has 
many things to teach us as to religion and morals, 
it has also something to teach on this great subject 
of " God's portion." Indeed the Jews are God's own 
people, and were specially chosen to inculcate lessons, 
which, if we would consult our highest welfare, we 
must not overlook. 

We have slightly anticipated the Jewish offerings ; 
for, in alluding to the early life of the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles, his training, ideas and habits, we 
have intimated that a pious Jew consecrated more 
than two-tenths of all his income to the maintenance 
of religion and the relief of the poor. This, as a 
mere assertion, of course, is worth little. It behoves 
us, therefore, to give it our consideration, and support 
it by satisfactory proof. 

In obedience to command and exhortation, the Jews 



^ 
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presented to God their offerings. What these were 
which they presented by command we learn, thus : 

In the Book of Numbers* we find it written, 
" But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they 
offer as an heave offering unto the Lord, I have given 
to the Levites to inherit ; therefore I have said unto 
them, Among the children of Israel they shall have 
no inheritance." 

Here is the first tenth. The Levites were to devote 
themselves wholly to the service of religion ; they 
were God's ministers, hence they were to have no 
temporal inheritance. They were to have neither 
possessions, employments, nor cares which would 
tend to secularise their minds, and draw them off 
from. the high and holy duties they were called to 
perform. 

Now are the ministers of the sanctuary to want ? 
Or, are they to depend for subsistence upon a pre- 
carious, impulsive, and, too often, alas ! a cold and 
niggard charity ? While abandoning their share in 
the possessions of the world for the sake of serving 
the spiritual interests of the people, is that same 
people to allow them to be grieved, and vexed, and 
chafed, and oppressed by poverty ? To this reason 
says, No ; justice says. No ; humanity says. No ; the 
interests of religion say. No ; and God, the good, the 
merciful, the just, declares it shall not be. Hence 
while the spiritual functions of the Levites are care- 
fully prescribed, their temporal wants are amply 
provided for. They are to have for themselves and 

* xviii. 24. 
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their honseholds bread enough and to spare. Every 
Levite had a living. It is formally and solemnly 
ordained that they shall have, as a matter of right, 
a fall tenth of all the temporal blessings which Israel 
obtained. As to the extension of this principle to 
onr times we will have something to say farther on. 

But there was another tenth, which may be termed 
the second. The Jewish Dispensation was one of 
feasts and sacrifices. These were on a large scale. 
They were costly. They must be provided for. 
Hence the payment of another tithe is ordained. 
Here is the ordinance — " Thou shalt truly tithe all 
the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth 
year by year, and thou shalt eat before the Lord thy 
God in the place which He shall choose to place His 
name there, the tithe of thy com, of thy wine, and 
of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of 
thy flocks ; that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord 
thy God always." * 

This is plainly a difierent tithe from the former. 
That was to be paid to the Levitea This was to 
be expended in celebrating the feasts at the temple. 
The one was consumed by the ministers of religion 
and their families; the other was to be consumed 
partly by the offerers themselves, partly by the 
Levites, and partly by the poor. Nor is it uninter- 
esting to notice that a spiritual benefit followed upon 
the payment of this tenth, for its perpetual recurrence 
kept God before them as the source of all their in- 
comings, so it is written " that thou mayest learn to 

* Deut. ziv. 22-24. 
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fear the Lord thy Gk>d always" If we imitate the 
Jews in their tithes offerings^ we shall also like them 
have the same spiritual benefit. 

But this is not all. These two tithes were not 
the only portion of an Israelite's income dedicated 
to Jehovah. He had to give more. What ! more 
yet ! Yes, indeed ! for he had in addition to famish 
trespass offerings. He had to leave for the service 
of the poor and needy the gleanings of his fields 
and of his vineyards. Once the harvester passed 
over a spot, he did not return to gather the glean- 
ings but left them for the necessitous. A beautiful 
instance of this is recorded in the Book of Buth,-|- on 
which we need not dwell here. 

Again, besides all this, there were offerings which 
may be said to have been given upon exhortation ; 
by these offerings the Jew as a special privilege was 
permitted to exercise his liberality. These were 
termed free-will offerings ; of them we read, " Speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an 
offering ; of eveiy man that giveth it willingly with 
his heart, ye shall take my offering."* Speaking 
broadly these offerings were made on extraordinary 
occasions. The three principal were the construc- 
tion of the Tabernacle, the building of the Temple, 
and its restoration after Babylonish bondage. To 
free-will offerings we will again refer. 

Now with these facts, before us, the conclusion 
already advanced is inevitable, we cannot resist it. 
Reason arid candour compel us to admit that every 

♦ Exod. XXV. 22. t ii 2. 
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pious member of the Ancient Congregation of God 
habitnally dedicated to Jehovah's service not merely 
one-tenth, but much more than two-tenths, of all 
temporal good which he had received at His hand. 

Strange views are often held on the relation of 
money to religion ; for, as a set-off against the force 
of so striking an example of pecuniary consecration 
to God, we have heard some persons inconsiderately 
say that "the Jews might well afford to give in 
this way. They were not like us in these days of 
taxation. Their offerings to religion and the poor 
were the ordy public burdens they were under obliga- 
tion to bear." Surely a moment's reflection is suffi- 
dent to show the absurdity of this statement. 

The Jews had a civil government to maintain, 
the taxation to support which was oppressive in the 
extreme in the days of Solomon, and even in those 
of David heavy enough. The request of the people 
to Behoboam, Solomon's son, upon his accession, is 
remarkable: "Thy father made our yoke grievous, 
now therefore make the grievous service of thy 
father and his Jieavy yoke which be upon us, lighter, 
and we will serve thee ; " * and the threat to increase 
these financial burdens was the ground taken for 
revolt. In the days of Nehemiah the people were 
compelled to sell their property to pay tribute to the 
King of Persia. We have not got so &r as that. In 
later times did they not pay tribute to C89sar?-|- 
Had *they no public buildings, highways, and other 
essentials of civilised life ? and if so, did they not 

* I Kings zii 4. t Lnke xziii. 2 ; Bom. xiiL 6. 
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pay for them? But we deem it unnecessary to 
meet this objection further. The intelligence of 
most readers will readily overcome it, and those who 
are interested in the question may find a pleasure in 
searching out information for themselves. But it is 
of the highest importance to trace this subject as far 
back as possible, and in so doing we are led to inquire : 
Were those passages of Scripture which we have 
quoted the^rs^ intimation to the Jews of God's claim 
to a tenth of income? We think not. There is 
evidence to show that God required a tenth firom 
an earKer period. 

From Sinai, " amid thunder and lightnings and a 
thick cloud," the Ten Commandments were given. 
But in what sense were they given? Not as new 
laws which had never before been known to men, 
but as the codification of old laws which had influ- 
enced men from the beginning. The moral obliga- 
tions inculcated by the Ten Commandments we find 
acknowledged by the lives of good men long before 
they were codified for the Jews. We have express 
teaching as to the obligatoriness of Sabbath obser- 
vance, and the sanctity of human life. Sinai gave 
men a form of law, but the moral obligations of that 
law were felt long before Sinaic utterance. Now the 
offering to God of a tenth was a moral obligation to 
the Jew. In it we can find nothing ceremonial or 
typical, as there was in the manner of offering certain 
sacrifices or in the wearing of certain garments. It 
was God's method whereby the moral duties of piety, 
benevolence, and justice were inculcated, and in 



WHA T FRA CTION ? 27 

the performance of which by the Jew, God was 
honoured ; and, being a moral obligation, is it not 
reasonable to suppose that, like the other moral obli- 
gations, it existed before the Jewish Dispensation, 
and was acknowledged by good men in the earliest 
times? We think such a conclusion is fair and 
reasonable. 

There is a strong analogy between the moral obli- 
gation placed upon the Jews to observe the Sabbath 
and the duty of offering a tenth. It is evident 
the moral obligation of Sabbath observance existed 
prior to Jewish times. This we learn from its 
divine institution at creation,* and in addition to 
this from the language of Moses addressed to the 
Jews : t " This is that which the Lord hath said, To- 
morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord.'* When did the Lord say it? the scriptural 
answer is. When He ceased creating; since when 
there is not a vestige of evidence to show that He 
spoke one word about it until this announcement 
by Moses. It is increasingly plain that it was an 
accepted ordinance fix)m the familiar style of Moses* 
speech "the holy Sabbath;" it is too familiar and inci- 
dental to lead us to think anything to the contrary. 

Of the institution of the Sabbath, then, prior to the 
days of the Jews, there can be no doubt. Its embodi- 
ment in the moral code of Sinai did not primarily 
constitute the day to be in a special sense the Lord's. 
It was so constituted and claimed ages before. 

There is language used by Moses concerning this 

* Gen. il 2. t Exod. xvi. 22, 23. 
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day to which we desire to draw special attention. 
" To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath." It is 
the Sabbath. " The seventh day which is the Sabbath." 
This language is couched in present time, "is," 
which, on the face of it, naturally leads us to under- 
stand that the Sabbath was, then, in an accepted sense, 
and not for the first time, the property of the Lord. 
This is confirmed by the other evidence on the subject 
which we have just mentioned. 

But this self-same language we find used by the in- 
spired writer in reference to oflFering God a tenth as 
His peculiar portion of income : " All the fruit of the 
land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit 
of the tree, is the Lord's : it is holy unto the Lord." * 

Now as the use of this " present time " " is " shows 
us that the Sabbath was then, and not for the first 
time, the peculiar property of the Lord, and as this 
is substantiated by other evidence, so we contend the 
use of the same language in reference to ofifering God 
a tenth, as His peculiar fruction of income, brings us 
to the same conclusion with regard to it, namely, that 
God claimed a tenth in days prior to Jewish tithe 
law. Nor let it be objected that, in the 3 2d verse 
of the same chapter, the fiiture time is used concern- 
ing the tenth, " it shall be holy to the Lord," f and 
that therefore we must understand its authority in 
a friture sense only, for the future time is used in 
the Mosaic promulgation of the Ten Commandments, 

* Lev. xxvii. 30. 

+ The fature tense used here necessarily refers to future offerings, 
and by analogy most apply to past offerings. 
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and we have proved they were obKgatory on men 
prior to their Sinaic codification, and why may the 
payment of a tenth of income .to God not have been 
also ? Why, indeed ! 

Seeing that we find nnmistakable evidence of the 
payment of at least a tenth of income to God as His 
diLe, in a dispensation prior to that of the Jews, our 
position is established, and we also make clear another 
very important fact that God's claim to a tenth of 
man's income* did not rest upon the authority of 
the Jewish economy, and, therefore, that when it 
passed away the duty of paying a tenth did not 
necessarily cease. 

* Lev. xxvii. 30. 



CHAPTER III. 

** A critic on the Sacred Book should be 
Candid and learned, dispassionate and free ; 
Free from the wayward bias bigots feel, 
From fancy's influence and intemperate zeal : — '* 

— COWPBR. 



( 33 ) 



CHAPTER III. 
WHAT FRACTION f 

** A critic on the Sacred Book should be 
Candid and learned, dispassionate and free ; 
Free from the Wayward bias bigots feel, 
From fancy's influence and intemp'rate zeal : — " 

— COWPER. 

Come with ns now to the days of the pastoral kings, 
the Patriarchs. They recognised the duty of giving. 
That Jehovah had claims not only upon their souls, 
their bodies, and their time, but also upon their 
temporal substance, they never seem to have for a 
moment doubted. It was a fact as clear to them 
as the silvery lustre of the night, on which their 
shepherds gazed in wonderment, amid the solemn 
silence of the sleeping world. 

What a giver was Job ! His oflTerings smoked on 
the altar of God continually ; and his givings to the 
poor were cheerful, manifold, and rich : " When the 
ear heard me, then it blessed me ; and when the eye 
saw me, it gave witness to me ; because I delivered 
the poor that cried, and the 'fatherless, and him that 
had none to help. The blessing of him that was 
ready to perish came upon me ; and I caused the 
widow's heart to sing for joy. I was eyes to the 
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blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a father 
to the poor; and the canse which I knew not, I 
searched out" * Nor were these ancient servants of 
God unsystematic and random givers. They gave by 
rule and rendered God a tenth by Divine command. 

The case of Abraham, as recorded in Genesis,t is 
striking and instructive. We are told he gave 
Melchizedek, priest of the Most High God, " tithes 
of- all." Some, indeed, are bold enough to contend 
that the goods, of which, in this case, Abraham gave 
a tenth, were not his own. If so, we reply, he had 
no right to give them away. It was unjust to do 
so. But who will be audacious enough to affirm that 
the " Father of the faithful and the friend o£ God " 
acted unjustly, or dared to present stolen property 
to the Most High ? The truth is, the goods, though 
once belonging to Lot and others, became the pro- 
perty of Abraham. He had at the risk of his life, fuid 
by the most chivalrous valour, recovered them from 
the rapacious grasp of Chedorlaomer and his con- 
federate kings ; and consequently they became his. 
They became so by right of conquest. They were 
the spoils of war. They were a bond fide addition to 
Abraham's property. Yet whilst he will not keep 
for himself from " a thread to a shoe-lachet," he knows 
that others have rights, and whilst he entirely dis- 
avows his own, he will render to them their due. 
Hence he claims only what his servants had already 
consumed in the necessities of war, and part of the 
spoil which fell to his three auxiliaries, Aner, Eshool, 
* Job xxix. 11-13. t riv. ao. 
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and Mamre^* and he gives Melcliizedek one-tenth. 
Why ? Not because -the latter needed it, for in liim 
we have the person of a king, doubtless as inde- 
pendent as Abraham, but it was because Melchizedek 
was Crod's Priest. From this it appears that, at this 
time, God claimed for Himself one-tenth, which His 
priest received as a matter of right. Abraham says, 
nothing for myself^ but justice to those who have 
. claims, among whom J^hovi^ is included, showing 
that He had a claina. 

Nor let any suppose that we have said too much 
in asserting that this amount was paid by Divine 
command, for the. inspired writer of the Epistle to 
the Hebrew people, who were the descendants of 
Abraham, and who were intimately interested in 
everything pertaining to thrir great progenitor, and 
likely to know much concerning him, shows that it 
was by command, f In the seventh chapter of this 
epistk, the superiority of Melchizedek's priesthood 
to that of Levi is asserted, and in connection there- 
with distinct and special reference to God's tenth : 
" And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who 
. receive the office of the priesthood, have a comTnand- 
TJULent to take tithes of the people, according to the law. 
. . . But he (that is, Melchizedek) whose descent is 
not counted from Levi, received tithes of Abraham, 
and blessed him that had the promises." Now if 
Melchizedek did not receive from Abraham a tenth 
by Divine commandment, and, therefore, by Divine 
right, he had not the same claim to the tenth as the 

* Gen. xiv. 13, 14, 24. f Heb. vil 5. 
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Levites, and in this respect his priesthood was inferior 
to that of Levi* Bat there can be no inferiority) 
for the Apostle asserts Melchizedek's superiority, in 
that he not only received the tithe by Divine sanc- 
tion, but even received it from Levi in the person of his 
progenitor. There is no doubt then that Abraham 
paid by Divine command a tenth, and Melchizedek 
received it as a Divine right, being the priest of -God. 
Truly glad are we for this light from the New Dis- 
pensation,* for it shatters the miserable attempts of 
those who are ever trying to show that God claimed 
a tenth under the Jewish economy, merely. 

Consider the memorable vow of Jacob, a later 
patriarch : " If God will be with me, and will keep 
me in this way that I go, and will give me bread 
to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again 
to my father's house in peace ; then shall the Lord 
be my God : and this stone, which I have set for a 
pillar, shall be God's house : and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee."-(- 

This is the vow of young life stepping on the 
threshold of the world. From whence did he learn 
to fix upon the sum of a tenth of income for God ? 
Does he not recognise it on the same ground as 
Abraham, and oflFer it as God's commanded portion ? 
We have every reason to suppose so, for he makes 
the offering of a tenth the vow of life; no parti- 
cular season is mentioned ; and a tenth of all is his 

* Heb. yii. 5-9. 

t Literally, " And all that thou shalt give me, I will assuredly 
tUhe it unto thee.*' Gen. xxviii 20. 
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language. This view is strengthened when we con- 
sider that in those days, when oral traditions and 
family customs were carefully preserved, he must 
have known of his grandfather's offering to God, as 
to its amount, and on what authority he presented 
it, — " Divine command." It is not likely that such 
an important act of worship, received from such an 
important source, would have been without due weight 
to a grandson who acknowledged God's hand in the 
affairs of life. 

True, the tenth is not said to have been paid to 
a priest of God. Jacob stands in an intermediate 
position between Aaron on the one hand, and Mel- 
chizedek on the other : as the head of his own 
family he is its priest, but this strengthens our case, 
for it shows that irrespective of a separate order of 
• priesthood. Gad in that early time claimed a tenth 
as His own. It was to be given for His gloiy ; its 
payment was not dependent on a priesthood, but 
was a moral obligation to God, a portion by which 
He was honoured by its being offered. 

We have now looked at the offerings of the good, 
under the Christian, the Jewish, and the Patriarchal 
Dispensations. We believe we have examined them 
with candour. We are not conscious of having 
exaggerated them through prejudice, or twisted and 
distorted them for the purpose of supporting a 
theory. We have endeavoured to exhibit them as 
God has revealed them, and to elicit from them. the 
great lesson they are intended to teach. Nor do 
we believe that lesson doubtful. We are persuaded 
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it is distinctly this — ^While we have many precedents 
in Scripture which will warrant ns in giving more 
than a tenth of income to God, there is not one 
which will warrant us in giving less. 

If, therefore, the example of the good and upright, 
in all ages, and under all dispensations, is of any 
authority ; if it is to give us any light, to afford us 
any instruction ; and if the Holy Spirit expressly 
commands us to be " followers (imitators) * of them, 
who, through faith and patience, inherit the pro- 
mises ; " + we cannot consistently or safely give less 
than a tenth of all we receive to the service of that 
God in whose hand our life is. 

But we will How hasten to pursue another line of 
argument on this subject, so that its obligation upon 
professedly Christian men may be increasingly clear. 

It is necessary that .we should not only give 
to God, but it is palpable that we should give in 
proportion. A nation such as we are, spending 
one hundred and thirty-six millions every year on 
alcohol, and but one million and fifty thousand on 
Christian missions, cannot be said to be giving in 
a truly proportionate sense, particularly when we 
consider the inestimable blessings we have received 
from Christianity. 

In the New Testament proportionate giving is 
expressly taught. To us it is as evident as sunlight, 
that while the New Testament expressly commands 
us to give, it just as expressly commands us to give 
in proportion. Its teaching is utterly opposed to 

* Revised Yersioii, imitators ; Greek*, fUfinirtil t Hob. vi. 12. 
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merely impulsive aad haphazard dedication of in- 
come to God. 

What was the great lesson which Jesus intended 
to teach His disciples when He called their atten- 
tion to the offering of a certain poor widow ? Un- 
doubtedly it was the duty of proportionate giving. 
"Of a truth, I say unto you, this poor widow hath 
cast in more than they aU." Certainly, the two mites 
were not more, intrinsically, than the offerings of the 
rich. How then more? It must be proportionately, 
" for all these had cast in of their abundance '' to the 
treasury of God, but she of her penury. 

•The same lesson is mculcated by the inspired 
Apostle St. Paul, who directed that the Corinthians 
should " lay by in store as God had prospered them." * 
And again, " For if there be first a willing mind, it 
is accepted according to what a man hath and not 
according to that he hath not." f Now, proportion 
necessarily involves a rule. Where is the rule of 
proportionate giving to God? To say that every 
man is at liberty to make a rule for himself, is 
equivalent to saying that there is no rule at all. 
A man might then give one farthing in every hun- 
dred pounds of income, but could that be called, in 
a reasonable Christian sense, proportionate giving to 
God, as He had prospered him ? There must be a 
rule. Where is it ? If it is a Divine rule to regu- 
late human life, it must be in the Bible. We look 
into the Old Testament and we have records of 
two dispensations, the Patriarchal and the Jewish. 

* I Cor. xvi 2. • t 2 Cor. viii. 12, 
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*' Ah ! " exclaims somebody, " sajr nothing about the 
Jewish Dispensation ; it was peculiar." Indeed, were 
its jTriTictpZe*' peculiar? Was worship peculiar? 
Was mediation? Was propitiation by sacrifice? 
And if not, why, in the name of common sense and 
candour, affect to believe that its grand principle of 
proportionate giving to God was peculiar, and why, 
turn away from the rule by which the minimum 
amount to be given under both was ascertained? 
Surely there was no peculiarity in the principle, 
and the rule is at least suggestive. 

But let us, for just a moment, and that for the 
sake of argument, give up the Divinely ordained 
rule under the Jewish Dispensation, then it follows 
that the rule we are in search of must be found 
under the Patriarchal; and nobody, we presume, 
will say that this dispensation was peculiar, that it 
was ordained for a peculiar people and for peculiar 
ends. Well, then, here is its rule of proportionate 
giving to God — a tenth of all, Abraham gave a 
tenth, and Jacob a tenth. 

But acute and obstinate covetousness will contend 
to the last : as it holds its gain with tighter grasp, 
we hear it object — " Yes, Abraham and Jacob gave 
a tenth, but it is not recorded that God commanded 
them to do so." Suppose it is not recorded, will 
you therefore infer that it was not commanded ? If 
so, be honest in your reasoning, and plumply deny 
that the Patriarchs were commanded to offer sacrifice ; 
but sacrifice they did offer, and it was accepted, yet 
without having been commanded it would neither 
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have been oflfered nor accepted. In like manner 
they oflFered to God His tenth as His claim upon their 
income, and it was accepted. Melchizedek gave 
Abraham his priestly blessing; Jacob was abun- 
dantly blessed. We have already shown by the 
full light of New Testament inspiration, in St. 
Paul's reference to Abraham and Melchizedek, that 
the former paid, and the latter received, not less 
than a tenth by. Divine command and right.* We 
thus find the Divinely commanded rule of pro- 
portionate ofiering to God under the Patriarchal 
Dispensation. 

Yes, and we are induced to believe that such a 
Divinely commanded rule existed even under the 
Adamic Dispensation. Prom Pagan writers we 
learn that " several nations very far distant from each 
other, and as it seems, without the least acquaintance 
or commerce one with another, observed this cus- 
tom ... It is reasonable to believe that, like that 
of sacrifice, there was some Divine direction for it, 
and that it was derived from Adam to Noah till 
at the dispersal at Babel it spread over all the 
world."-(- If such a practice had not Divine com- 
mand, it is, to say the least of it, strange that 
distant nations, differing in language, customs, 
institutions, and laws, should observe it. Cain 
brought an offering of the fruit of the ground J" to 
the Lord. Might this not have been the first 

* Page 36. 

t CoUyer. 

t Aristotle speaks of a tenth as ''an ancient law at Babylon.'* 

t Gen. iv. 3. 
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• 

fruits, Cain's tenth, and not an offering (sacrifice) 
like Abel's, for his sin ? 

If the role of offering not less than a tenth was in 
force, by Divine command, during the Patriarchal and 
Jewish Dispensations, has that command (and conse- 
quently that rule) ever been repealed P If it has not, 
then it must be in force still. We affirm that from 
no period of the world's history can there be a 
shred of reliable evidence produced in proof of the 
contrary. 

What, not a particle! When the Jewish Dis- 
pensation was abolished, wa^ it not also ? No, for 
this Divine rule was in force, as we have seen, 
prior to the Jewish Dispensation, which merely 
strengthened an existing law, and the abolition of 
the one does not necessarily involve the abolition 
of the other, for the one was not dependent on the 
other. This same kind of argument St. Paul uses 
as to the promise in his Galatians'. Epistle : * " The 
covenant that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, whijc^h was four hundred and thirty years 
after^ cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none effect." 

But it may be urged that the Jewish law is 
abolished, ^' old things have passed away." Here is 
a common error ; the ceremonial and civil duties were 
abolished, but the moral duties are binding ; Chris- 
tianity has not blotted out any of them. 

■ Christ in His sermon on the Mount expanded and 
enforced the moral law, and again He condensed it 

*.m. 17. 
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in what He termed [^a new commandment,* and yon 
cannot break a ^gle moral obligation withoat 
breaking this new commandment. Look at it in 
another way. What moral obligation is abolished? 
Is the duty to be honest, not to shed blood, not to 
covet, &c., less binding now than among the Jews P 
Is the moral obligation to keep one day in seven 
wherein to worship God less binding ? No* Neither 
is the moral duty of honouring God, made obligatory 
by Divine command, less binding, nor to that end 
the means (offering at least a tenth of income). And^ 
if it is persistently urged that giving a tenth is not 
honouring God, we meet it by saying that with- 
holding that tenth is declared by the last Jewish 
prophet to be dishonouring God, an act of the basest 
sort, namely, " rdbhery.^* -(- If God made the offering 
to Him of at least a tenth of income a moral obliga- 
tion in the days of the Jews, then it is a moral 
obligation now, for it has not been repealed ; nor does 
the New Testament declare it annulled, but on the 
contrary sets before us examples wherein, the Divine 
rule was wpheld and not less than a tenth offered. 
It does more, it plainly teaches the living force of the 
moral law on us. Saint Paul, in the ninth chapter of 
his first Epistle to the Corinthians, shows this dis- 
tinctly. He says, " Saith not the law also" J Is it for 
a moment to be thought credible that he would have 
used this language if the moral law was not as obli- 
gatory on the Christian Church as it was upon God's 
chosen people? It evidently was authoritative to 

• John xiil 34. t Mai. iii. 8. t i Cor. ix. 8 ; xiv. 34. 
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the early Christians. They had lessons to leam from 
it and to obey, and what was needful for them to be 
instructed in and to obey is equaUy so for Christians 
in all ages* 

Though the Lord Jesus Christ had "ascended 
up on high and led captivity captive," His apostles 
still remained to give expression to His blessed 
will. To this end they were inspired by the Spirit 
of Christ, and under the influence of inspiration no 
doubtful arguments could be adduced. Hear, then, 
the language of the Apostle for our guidance : " Do 
ye not know that they which minister about holy 
things live of the things of the temple ? and they 
which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar ? 
Hven so hath the Lord ordained that they which 
preach the Gospel should live " (not exist, merely, but 
have the full benefit of life) " live of the Gospel."* 
In accordance with this law the priests were " par- 
takers," the people ofierers, of a tenth : and, as it is 
the duty of Christians to maintain their ministers, 
this ordinance still remains binding on them. 

It is said that if, on the brightest summer's day, 
you will descend the shaft of a coal-mine and look 
upward through the mist and shadow that intervene, 
you will see the stars plainly. So place yourself first 
on the basis Christ and His apostles did, the Old Testa- 
ment; then through its mist and shadow look into the 
New, and you will see the moral obligation to give 
God's fraction of a tenth clearly* — ^you will see St. 
Paul's appeal to the moral law as a bond and rule of 

* I Cor, ix. 13, 14. 
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Cluistian duty, and you will behold men and women 
coming up to its requirements, and honouring it by the 
abundance of their oflTerings. We know the stars are 
not destroyed but hid on our brightest days. In reality 
they all exist as truly as when they visibly spangle 
the canopy of night. So the blaze of Gospel day does 
not destroy a single moral obligation. Abraham dis- 
charged his moral obligation in the payment of his 
tenth; the Jews did also; and we should do like- 
wise. 

Admit the complete harmony and unity of the . 
Word of God, how one part of it is absolutely 
necessary to be known in order to understand another. 
Admit that it resembles an extensive and highly culti- 
vated flower garden, where there is a vast variety of 
fruits and flowers, some of which are more essential 
or splendid than others, but that there is not a blade 
in it which has not its use and beauty in the system, 
and these facts will be palpable. Accept the inspired 
teaching, that " Whatsoever things were written afore- 
time were written for our instruction or learning,*' * 
"That we must render to God the things that are 
God's." t Then argue as we may, cavil as we will, 
we cannot with an open Bible before us resist the 
conclusion that a tenth of income, at least, belongs 
to God as his peculiar fraction. This is the rule of 
proportionate giving. 

Let us then be consistent. If we are Bible-living 
Christians, let us also be Bible-giving Christians, 
If we will close our purses let us also close our Bibles. 

* Rom. XT. 4, t Matt xxii, 2U 
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Bat no ; let us rather open both. If we do tibis thie 
Chnrch will bless ns, the poor will bless us, the 
heathen will bless as, and God according to Hifi 
promise will poar apon as so large a blessixig that 
there will not be room enoagh to receive it.* 

* MaL iil S-12. 



CHAPTER IV. 

" If faith produced no works, I see 
That faith is not a living tree ; 
Thns faith and works together grow, 
No separate life they e'er can know." 

— H. Moore. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ITS VARIABLENESS. 

"If faith produced no works, I see 
That faith is not a living tree ; 
Thus faith and works together grow, 
No separate life they e'er can know." 

— H. MOORB. 

You have doubtless heard it remarked that a tenth 
is much too little for a prosperous man to give in 
proportion to the same amount offered by a poor man ; 
also, that when the financial atmosphere is clear and 
bright, trade prospering, and a person's income ad- 
vancing with " giant strides/' a tenth is not a just 
measure of offering as compared with the same amount 
given in stagnant times, when income is less favour- 
able. So we have heard Christian men speak on this 
subject, and their remarks are perfectly true. 

The Christian's fraction due to God admits of 
variation from a tenth up to any higher amount that 
an enlightened conscience may suggest. Our re- 
marks heretofore have referred to not less than a 
tenth. Our duty and privilege do not always stop 
here. This we will endeavour to make plain from 
various considerations. Any candid mind that will 
examine the instances recorded in the New Testa- 
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ment for our instraction, whether firom the review 
we have given in a former chapter, or firom inde- 
pendent inquiry, will be convinced that more than a 
tenth was on each occasion offered. This will appear 
plain to ns if we consider the gifts of the Mace- 
donians, or of Zacchaens, or the offering of the poor 
widow, or of the first Christian Chnrch at Jerosalem, 
and this latter instance is very important to ns, for it 
is the^rs^ instance in the Christian economy. 

All these known cases are of no small moment to ns, 
as they are doubtless singled out firom many other 
sach instances of offering, for we cannot suppose that 
all are recorded,* but these are set before us to demon- 
strate to us our duty. From all this we must con- 
clude that the offering of a mere tenth to Grod is not 
the fiill limit of Gospel privilege and obligation, for 
if it were so we would reasonably expect to find 
instances, or a definite statement to that effect. 

It not infirequently happens that living in the 
daily enjoyment of certain advantages we forget 
their value, and take them as a matter of ordinary 
course, but chiefly are we unmindful of the many 
privileges possessed by us over the Jews. 

To them Jehovah was the Grod of Sinai. An infinite 
mystery lay in His very name, which was spoken 
either not at all, or with bated breath. We have the 
inestimable privilege of regarding Him with feelings 
of unmeasured tenderness and love as " Our Father 
which art in heaven." The Jews had more limited 
ideas of the Deity than we who, in the person of Our 

* Vide John xxL 2$. 
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Blessed Lord, have the embodiment of the Godhead 
in human form, treading the intricate mazes of 
earthly life, giving as practical demonstration as to 
how we should live holy lives, and therefore more 
easily apprehended by our limited capacities. How 
much better can weak humanity live by a model than 
without ! How thankful we should be ! The sacri- 
fice of the Jew was but imperfect, a mere shadow 
from which he looked by faith to the substance. We 
behold the sacrifice completed in Christ's person on 
Calvary, and know that " we have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sin." * It is to icSy 
under the Christian Dispensation, that the Holy Spirit 
has been imparted to quicken our life and lead us 
into the way of all truth. 

The Jew had but one temple to which all should 
resort. To the Christian is given the ineffable 
blessing of having his body mjtde God's dwelling- 
place. " Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you " f 

Clouds of mist hung around the grave of the Jew 
as he mourned for his departed. For us every 
vestige of that mist has been cleared away. The 
king of terrors has been deprived of his power by 
Christ through His resurrection and ascension. He 
hath brought life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel. The Jewish idea of heaven was limited 
indeed. Christ hath revealed to us enough of its 
glory to call forth our energies and hopes to attain 
thereto. Did Moses or Abraham live here now, how 

• Eph. i. 7 ; CoL i. 14. t i Cor. iii. 16. 
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they would value our blessings. Would not their rap- 
tured hearts find expression, it may be to our aston- 
ishment, in the words of our Blessed Lord : " Many 
prophets and righteous men have desired to see these 
things which we see, and have not seen them ; and to 
hear these things which we hear, and have not heard 
them," " Blessed are your eyes for they see, and 
your ears for they hear ? " * 

If Christianity has thus increased our privileges, 
has it lessened our responsibilities ? If a tenth was 
the least that Abraham, and Jacob, and Moses could 
give with their limited privileges, can we give God 
anything less? If we have any regard to our 
increased knowledge, higher spiritual position and 
attainments, we cannot circumscribe our offerings at 
the legal tenth. 

Visiting any of our British ports on Sunday you 
will find the flags, representing different nations, 
flying from the masthead of tiieir respective ves- 
sels. We close our ports to none, save in self- 
defence from the deadly miasm of disease or the 
desolation of war. Our intercourse is with man- 
kind. This cannot be said of the Jew ; some were 
beyond the pale of interchange. The labourer of 
Judea did not extend hospitality to his neigh- 
bour of Samaria. There was a contractedness about 
the Jew. His religion was pre-eminently narrow. 
The revelation of Jehovah in a special sense was to 
him and for him alone. He was not called upon to 
spread his religion amongst surrounding nationa 

* Matt xiii i6, 17. 
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He was not instructed to manifest aggressive life. 
Proselytes he might receive but did not seek. 

Our Christianity is the very reverse of this. Its 
spirit is eminently aggressive. We are commanded 
to pray for the conversion of all men, yea, to do 
more, to strive for it, nor to cease our eflforts while 
one soul remains unchristianised. This is the duty 
of Christianity. Our religion is not what many 
false Christians represent it to be— a narrow, selfish 
individualism. We have something else to do besides 
saving our own souls. Our Gospel is for nations as 
well as individuals ; it lays us under obligation to 
elevate the laws, customs, and habits of mankind, 
to bring benediction to their bodies, to ameliorate 
their circumstances, sanctify their souls,' and make 
them meet for heaven. 

And if two-tenths were required from the Jew to 
fulfil the purposes of his religion, how much more is 
required from us to accomplish the world-wide obli- 
gations that have been laid upon us by our Lord ? 
Evidently from these facts, for the wealthy to give 
but one-tenth of their abundance is not to meet the 
measure of their responsibility, or the free spirit of a 
free Gospel which says, "freely ye have received, 
freely give." * 

Do the needs of the present day demand this? 
says one. Truly they do. 

In days gone by the Gospel had not an open door 
in many heathen nations : we offered up earnestly the 
prayer of the Master — "Thy Kingdom come, Thy 

• Matt. X. 8. 
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will be done." That prayer is being answered, the 
heathen are now asking for the Gospel, and mission- 
ary societies are not able to meet the requests, being 
crippled in their power of extension from lack of 
funds. If we will oflFer that prayer now, we must 
oflfer another for a spirit of greater liberality to 
stimulate Christians to come up to and beyond the 
tenth. With all our zeal and instruments we are 
told some fourteen islands in the New Hebrides 
group are still without missionaries, which means 
70,000 people living as cannibals, and likely to 
remain so, until the liberality of a Christian nation 
puts it in the power of missionaries to christianise 
them.* It has been calculated that " only a little 
more than two per cent, of the labouring classes in 
our large cities are brought under the influence of 
the Gospel." There are thousands of these people 
who never hear the voice of a religious teacher, 
and never read a religious book or paper. It has 
been our sad experience to meet children who have 
never heard of the Name of Christ. Though the 
spiritual condition of some of the lowest classes is 
appalling, Home Missionary Societies have been 
obliged to withdraw some of their agents, not from 
lack of spirit, but of funds. 

Fifteen years ago the need of the Church was 
for men to recruit the ranks of the clergy, now her 

• The number of Heathens and Mohammedans in the world 
amounts to 926,000,000. One society alone wants now one hun- 
dred additional missionaries. Arabia is completely without Chris- 
tian missionanes. 
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seed is, in a special sense, monetary. I quote the 
words of the Bishop of Lichfield in one of his recent 
addresses to his clergy : " Their difficulty was not 
so much to find men to recruit the ranks of the 
clergy as to find means for their support. Some 
systematic effort would have to be made in the shape 
of husbanding the resources of the Church if her 
growing requirements were to be met." Take as a 
sample a district known to the author. In it there 
are some ten thousand people of the poorest class, 
and until lately there was only one clergyman ; now 
there is another, but what are two for so many souls ? 
There is no Church Mission Hall or suitable build- 
ing into which to gather the people. The church, 
to use an expression of their own, is " too fine for 
them in their poor clothes." These people will 
never be able unassisted to meet the financial needs 
of a clergyman, and there are many more such dis- 
tricts in Christian England. What^ would the offer- 
ing to the Lord of ten thousand pounds be by some 
of the wealthy children of the Church as an endow- 
paent for carrying on His work in such an area? 
To them nothing more than the buying of a casual 
picture or work of art ; to the present and future 
generations a means whereby spiritual bread might 
be conveyed to hungry souls. 

At the command of God the Jew paid a tenth to 
God's priest, the Levite, under the New Dispensation 
the ordinance of the Head of the Church is that they 
which preach the Gospel shall live of the Gospel. 
What was binding on the Jew we have shown is bind- 
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ing on the Christian. And yet we read on authority 
that " no profession is worse paid than the clerical 
... no class of men receive so small a pecuniary re- 
turn for the large sums expended in preparation for 
their calling." One of our bishops speaking of his 
clergy the other day, said " their benefices were not 
* livings ' but starvings" * It is painful in the ex- 
treme to read of some of the Clerical Charities, " that 
owing to the number of applicants they cannot pos- 
sibly consider any more cases for relief." f Nor is 
this state of things confined to the Church. Many 
ministers of Nonconformist bodies, particularly those 
* who deny that there is by Divine institution a 
separate order of men for the ministry, are in as sorry 
a plight. 

Charles Spurgeon, whose word cannot be said to 
be without authority, wrote in his " Sword and 
Trowel " of the Baptist ministry thus : " The earn- 
ings of artisans of but ordinary skill are fiir above 
the stipends of those (ministers) among us who are 
considered to be comfortably maintained. . . . We are 
asked repeatedly to send students to spheres where^ 
£^0 is mentioned as if it were competence, if not 
more, and those who so write are not always £axm 

* *•' If a clergyman had continually to study pounds, shillings, and 
pence, he could not very well study theology with any profit to 
himself or his people. It crushed a man's very heart and soul." — 
Bishop of Liverpool at Annual Meeting^ Dioeemn Church Aid Society, 
January 23, 1886. 

t On this subject see the very admirable work on *' Clerical 
Charities." Rev. E. C. O'Donoghue,. B.A., Hampstead Parish 
Church, Hampstead, N. 
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labourers, but fSrequently tradesmen, who must know 
what penury ;^40 impUes. A church contributing 
£yo frequently counts itself munificent. Ministers 
are indebted to gifts from friends in other denomi- 
nations, for parcels of left-off clothing, which are 
made up for their otherwise ragged children!* * 

"Madam," said Archbishop Whitgift to Queen 
Elizabeth, " religion is the foundation and cement 
of human society, and when those that serve God's 
altar shall be exposed to poverty, religion shall be 
exposed to scorn and become contemptible,*' and so 
it is. The Chxlrch is no more absolved by Christ 
from caring for its clergy, than the Jews were from 
supporting the Levites, and if the withholding of 
a tenth from the latter was stigmatised by the 
Almighty as robbery, what is the keeping back of 
God's portion from his ministers? By whatever 
names we may represent it, it is detestable and 
gross injustice. At the very least an honourable 
and respectable competency should be given without 
grudging on the one side, or flattery, or pressure on 
the other, but this is by no means the case in, alas ! 
too many instances. 

In view of pressing • need at home and abroad, 
what is the Church's duty ? It is in the spirit of 
faith to fulfil the commands of God and meet in His 
strength the obligations placed upon her. If the 
poor and middle class men are endeavouring, with 
self-sacrifice, out of the willingness of their hearts, to 
give God his tenth, what is required from those 
* "Sword and Trowel," vol. iii pp. 17-29. 
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''^^v*'^^'™^ *'°^ ^**^® ^ ^ sacrifice to them, 
te tlT^T **'**°*™^ ^e behind thoee offerings? A 
n b . Yes, mach more. " Unto whomsoever much 
w given of him ahaU much be required." • 

An increased fideUty in the discharge of financial 
duty towards God is at present absolutely neces- 
8My to remove the gross inconsistency which exists 
between Christian profession and practice. 

Ite Christian professes to love his Christianity ; 
It 18 lu8 highest pleasure; yet how small is the 
mamfestation of that love compared with that made 
by men of the world for their acknowledged pleasure. 
No sacrifice is thought by them too great for their 
special enjoyment. So we see the immense sums 
which are expended yearly on science, art, Uterature, 
the stage, and other objects. Immense indeed in 
^poi^on to that given to religion. The orderly, 
b«»utaful, and fireqnently magnificent buildings in 
Winch these pleasures are gratified, are a standing 
mockery to Christians whose churches are dirty 
oismal, neglected, and uncomfortable. If the Christ 
tian loved his Chureh as he professes to do, he 
would not permit her sanctuaries to present the 
condition many of them at this moment do. He is 
satisfied to Ba^e music in the chureh which he 
would strongly reprobate at the "Philharmonic" 
or "Choral Uoi<^'^- ^e is content to let the chureh 
and its accesBon^ be cold and damp and depress- 
ing to body d»f «>^ ; but in the art gaUeries 
museums, concept rooms, which he frequents, ther^ 

* Lake xii. 48. 
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must be warmth and light and comfort, in fact, 
everything to exhilarate. Albeit, he professes to 
love the Church infinitely more than any of the 
latter. 

Worldly-wise men who have little religion see the 
thousands of pounds belonging to the professed 
Christian, and the financial weakness and crippled 
energies of the Church, and cannot reconcile the two. 
They see the highly respectable Christian paying 
his half sovereign, or five pound note for his 
" entertainment," and yet in church ofiering his 
paltry sixpence. They follow him home and hear 
him say that ''He enjoyed that sermon, it did him 
so much good," and they are puzzled more than 
ever. The truth is the professed love of a host of 
Christians and the financial manifestation of it are 
out of joint. 

This state of things is a source of stumbling to 
mere worldly men in their acceptance of Christianity. 
They say : " If the Gospel be of such value as Chris- 
tians claim for it, then why do they act so meagrely 
towards it in money matters ? " If this reproach and 
rock of ofience is to be taken away, if a full proof 
of Christian love is to be given to the world, it is 
positively necessary that we materially increase our 
offerings to God. 

If the " man of the world " spends far beyond a 
tenth on his darling pleasure, can the Christian spend 
so much less on his beloved Christianity ?" 

One instance and only one is there on record in 
the history of God's people when they gave too rmoch. 
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That was at the erection of the Tabernacle in the 
wilderness at an estimated cost of ;^ 250,000. The 
people Yolnntarily contribnted of their snbstance 
until they were restrained. 

Why this boundless enthusiasm? Because the 
people had in lively remembrance the cutting lash of 
the taskmaster, their unbearable labours, the sting 
of Egyptian bondage ; and so, in the joy of freedom, 
they exceeded the Divine requirements of giving. 
Let us recall the afflictions out of which we have 
been raised, the dark clouds which have lowered yet 
not broken over us, the weaknesses which have been 
removed, the opportunities of advancement afforded, 
the answers given to prayers ; and then can we say : 
" This legal tenth I will offer to Grod and no more ? " 
Will not rather a sense of gratitude move us to the 
dedication of a higher firactionj 

In deciding the amount we must estimate what 
should be retained. This is reasonable. We do 
not expect a midget to put forth the power of a 
Hercules, nor an infant to run as a man. Why 
was it that Christ said of the widow, she gave more 
than all those who had given? Because He had 
regard to what was left after offering. He said: 
They did cast in of their aimndancej she even all 
her living* Measure then your offerings, not by 
their intrinsic value, or the number of figures taken 
to denominate them, but by their proportion to what 
you have retained. This is Christ's method of pro- 
portionate giving, and if some will apply it to them- 

* Mark xii 44. 
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selves they will find one-tenth is too little to offer to 
an omniscient Lord. 

Amidst the storm-lashed foaming ocean, there is 
one point, which if the seaman's eye can catch, by it 
he may gnide his conrse in comparative safety ; that 
is the pole star. So there is one point upon which, 
if we fix the eye of faith, we shall not miss our way 
in deciding what fraction for God ; this is the point 
to which a groaning and travailing world looked 
forward in the time of Moses and Elias, and upon 
which we look back with throbbing hearts of 
gratitnde, " the low bare eminence called Calvary." 
There is Christ our great incentive to Christian 
giving : " He died for all, that]they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but to Him who 
died and rose again." * But living in expensive luxury, 
ease, elegance, fashion, the indulgence of every taste 
which can please the palate and gratify the eye, whilst 
we offer a trifle to God, is living to ourselves. 

",Ye are not your ovm, ye are bought with a price,'**!* 
is the inspired language of St. Paul to Christians. 
If we are not our own, can we reserve hundreds or 
thousands of our Lord's money for self, offering Him 
but a tenth ? and can we in the light of Calvary call 
it proportionate giving ? 

" If any man will come after me let him deny him- 
self and take up his cross and follow me." J Deny! 
follow ! how &r ? To the limits of a tenth. Yes, 
and if need be to poverty, ignominy, and death. This 
is the further limit to the Christian life. 

* 2 Cor. V. 14, 15. t I Cor. vi 20. ' t Matt. xvi. 24. 
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The examples left for our guidance in the New 
Testament, our increased privileges beyond those of 
all prior dispensations, our extended duties beyond 
those of the Jews, the dire needs of the Church, our 
special blessings, our resources, and the teaching and 
example of Christ, lay us under obligation out of our 
abundance to offer to God a tenth and more. But 
what say you of those who are giving very much 
less? 



CHAPTER V. 

** The bell strikes one, we take no note of time 
But from its loss : to give it then a tongue 
Is wise in man." 

— Dr. E. Young. 
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CHAPTER V. 

WHEN TO OFFER IT. 

" The bell strikes one, ve take no note of time 
Bat from its loss : to give it then a tongue 
Is wise in man.** — Dr. £. Toung. . 

It is jnst as important as anything we have said 
heretofore to know when God's portion may be offered 
to Him. 

It should be presented, first and foremost, dming 
Divine Worship on the Lord's Day. Love is one of 
the primary characteristics of true worship, as Dr. 
Boyd says : '^ The law of acceptable Christian worship 
is briefly this — ^that it must be the worship of the 
heart. Not of the voice merely, nor of the hands 
merely ; not of the bended knees merely ; not of the 
decorously and comprehensively expressed prayer 
merely; not of the gorgeously arrayed high priest, 
nor yet of the simple robed minister merely ; not of 
feelings touched by old memories of our departed days, 
and of those who used to wot^p with us long ago, 
but who will worship with us on earth no more; 
not of any or all of these things merely, but of the 
heart" It is love which moves the souls of the 

E 
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redeemed in the Church Triumphant as they render 
lofty worship in the upper sanctuary, and sing in 
resounding chorus ; " Unto Him who has loved us." * 
Their thrilling love finds expression in their adoration ; 
and what is a fundamental principle of the worship 
of the Church in heaven is also of the Church on earth. 
There can be no .divergence or disagreement here, 
for they are one, having " one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism. " t Genuine love is not satisfied by the mere 
interchange of sentiments and feelings, but ever 
seeks in some more material and substantial form to 
ratify and intensify such expressions. This is mani- 
fested in daily life, seen in the contributions men 
make to their special loves — to politics, art, and 
pleasure. What fascinates the eye, the ear, the 
intellect, the hand supports. A love which shows 
itself in soft and soothing words is but a sham on the 
real thing unless verified by correspotiding actions. 
" Love," says Professor Vinet, '^ has for its motto, 
Everything for God and nothing for me. " So if we 
would worship God truly we should present not only 
oral expressions of love in songs of praise and in 
prayer, but we should oflFer to Him some of the 
worldly substance He has lent us. The Church 
then should make provision for, and carefully receive, 
the loving manifestations of every worshipper. To 
deny a congregation of God's people, because of their 
lowly estate, the opportunity of performing this act 
of worship^ is to strike a misguided blow at the very 
root-life of all genuine worship. Worship and offer- 

* Rev. i. 5. t Eph. iv. 5. 
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dngs have been associated from the earliest, times. 
Abraham paid a tenth to Melchizedek at their cele- 
brated meeting. This was evidently a religious act, 
as St. Paul observes in his Epistle to the Hebrews.* 
Melchizedek, God's priest, the type of His Son as 
revealed to Christians, brought forth the most sig- 
nificant elements of bread and wine, then gave him 
the blessing of the Most High : Here we have the 
highest spiritual import— and then, Abraham, as a 
proof of his love, in lowly and devout obedience to 
the Almighty, offered to him His tenth. 

Jacob, having been blessed with a vision of God, 
awed by His presence, engages in an act of worship : 
the place whereon he slept becomes to him the house 
of God, he consecrates it a permanent sanctuary by the 
outpouring of oil, an element in later times declared 
to be typical of the Holy Spirit, and then the corro- 
boration of his worship appears in his vow of a tenth. 

The distinct command to Israel as to worship 
was: "Let'Ticme appear before the Lord empty." -(• 
Again it is given in another form : " Bring an 
offering, and come into His courts." J The Jews 
regarded an offering as essential a part of worship 
as singing, or praise, or prayer, and that from 
Divine teaching. God very severely rebuked them 
by the mouth of His prophets when they ignored 
this part of their duty. § And why ? Not because 
anything that human hands could withhold could 
impoverish Him who owneth all things, but because 

* Chap. vii. . f Deut xvi. 16. 

X Ps. xcvi. 8. § Isa. xliiu 22-24 5 J^r* "^u* 18. 
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it was a striking manifestation that their love for 
Him had ceased, and that they sought pleasure in 
strange gods. Were the special needs of worship to 
be met ; then, over and above their consecrated por- 
tion, they were to meet those needs by free-will 
offerings, as seen in the erection of the Tabernacle 
or of the Temple, and at a later date in the repair of 
the latter. The trumpet-mouthed treasury was the 
receptacle for the outcome of their sincere devotion.* 
We know a treasury existed in the Church in the 
earthly days of our Saviour. Its immediate vicinity 
was not devoid of inte'rest to Him. Whilst there 
must have been many places which He could not, 
humanly speaking, have visited, this was not among 
the number. St. John says: '^ These words spake 
Jesus in the treasury as He taught in the temple." -|* 
The Babbins tell us that this treasury contained 
thirteen brazen chests, wide at the top and narrow 
at the bottom. It may be thought that Christ was 
there because of the concourse of the people. That 
may ^ave been a fiskctor in determining His presence, 
but His interest in what was going on was notie the 
less for that. He was sq intent that "He sat over 
against th^ treasury" and observed ^^fww men cast in." 
Their offerings and the loving spirit in which they 
were given were a matter of concern to Him, so 
much so that He reckoned the value of each gift, 
hence He knew the offering of the poor widow who 
put into the treasury two mites. He estimated them 

* Vide Exod. xxxv., xxxtL ; i Chron. xxix. ; 2 Kings xii I, 9. 
t John viii. 20 
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by their current value, it is tme, bnt here He did not 
stop. He esteemed them as He does all gifts by the 
heart love whidi could give up all for God, and as a 
demonstration of spiritual life He declared them to 
be more than all the other offerings. 

The whole circumstances are of importance to us. 
Amongst the many lessons they teach, we may 
gather that the Head of the- Church does not dis- 
sociate worship and offering; that in the latter 
He is deeply interested, watching the gift of every 
offerer, and regarding it as a test of &ith and love. 

If then offerings be an essential part of Christian 
worship, we will undoubtedly expect to find some 
apostolic direction for the furtherance of such on 
that day which God has set apart for His worship. 
Such direction we have * laid down by St. Paul : 
" Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God has prospered him." * 
We will not attempt to prove the identity of the 
Lord's Day with the Sabbath of the Old Dispensa- 
tion, but we will accept the general belief thgit the 
one, by Divine purpose, corresponds with the other, 
and that the change fix)m the seventh to the first 
day of the week has made no change ini the ancient 
institution itself. As professing Christians we may 
gather from the inspired teaching of the Apostle, 
that we should endeavour to estimate our pros- 
perity, and, in the light of Scripture teaching, lay 
by " in store " week by week, and do this with 
the object of giving to God, as He gives us oppor- 

* I Cor. xvi. 2. 
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• 
tunity. Now the first day of the week, which is the 

Lord's Day, is to us the day of worship ; here, then, 

the opportunity is provided by Divine direction for 

offering His own to God during pubKc worship* 

The very suitability of this time may be said to 
be a collateral proof of its inspired appointment. 
At public worship, on His own day, God is specially 
present in His sanctuary. His presence fills immen- 
sity, yet in a special sense He is present amongst the 
assemblies of His people. What more suitable than 
to present our proportionate offerings in Hi a special 
presence ? 

Our offerings to Him should be accompanied with 
prayer. This enables us to be sincere in our offer- 
ing, and anxious that not only what we give should 
be according to His will, but also that it should 
to the fullest measure accomplish that will. The 
amounts offered are comparatively of little value in 
themselves, but with the Divine blessing resting upon 
them they may accomplish much: that blessing is 
obtainable by prayer. It is an act of sovereign con- 
descension on the part of God to receive our offerings 
at all, and it is meet that we should pray that they 
may be accepted. Petition invariably attends offer- 
ings made to earthly sovereigns, how much more 
should it attend ours made to the King of kings* 
It is instructive to note that alms and prayer are so 
often associated in the New Testament. Cornelius 
was described as a man who " gave much alms to 
the people and prayed to God alway." * What more 

* Acts X. 2. 
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saitable place for prayer and offering than 6od*s 
Church, the house of prayer ? and what more suit- 
able time than during public worship? What 
we have said of prayer may also be said o( faith. 
It is written : " Without faith it is impossible to 
please God." * Then our offerings should be given 
in the exercise of faith ; indeed, true prayer involves 
faith. We need faith to believe.God will accept us 
and our feeble tribute, and that He will verify His 
promise to us. Cain made an offering, but not in 
true faith, and it was rejected; so will our offerings 
be if they are not accompanied with this living trust. 
In public worship spiritual things often become more 
real to us than at other times, and we feel we can 
rest on God more confidingly. Giving in God's 
Church as an act of worship is a stimulus to faith. 

Humility is essentially a Christian virtue. We 
owe to Christianity the very word as we now under- 
stand it. Wesley says : "The whole Eoman language, 
even with all the improvements of the Augustan 
age, does not afford so much as a name for humility — 
the word whence we borrow this, as is well known, 
bearing in Latin quite a different meaning ; no, nor 
was one found in all the copious language of the 
Greeks till it was made by the great apostle." Roche- 
foucauld says : " Humility is the altar on which God 
desires us to offer sacrifices to Him." To offer God 
any of our substance in a meritorious or self-righteous 
spirit is but to insult the Almighty. After we have 
done all that we are commanded : " We are unpro- 

* Heb. ix. 6. 
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Stable servants ; we have done that which was onr 
duty to do." * A true Christian is filled with himulity 
as he beholds Grod in nature, as he sees in a drop 
of water mmnmbered forms of life, on a BoUtary leaf 
a teeming population, in things large or small an 
infinite mechanism. 

. In public worship on the Lord's Day the believer's 
soul is impressed by God's presence with feelings 
of humility and reverence, a fitting time then to 
present to its Maker its ofiering of Mth and love. 
There is, therefore, we judge, no place so suitable lor 
making that offering as God's house, during public 
wo^hip on the Lord's Day. 

The day itself is one of. rest and quietude, when 
the soul is best fitted to review the past, recount 
God's bounty, and be filled with gratitude; when 
the mind is borne upward and onward to the eternal 
day of Gtodj and the place where Bis people live in 
the light of His countenance, and are ever giving 
their whole being to Him. The Sabbath is an 
epoch in the flight of time, which reminds us that 
life is transient, and that we as stewards must soon 
give account of pur liord's money. What day so 
suitable to awaken a sense of duty, and to present 
offerings! On this day we are reminded of Him 
who was God's greatest gift to us, through Whom 
all worship alone is acceptable, by Whom we may 
enjoy a glorious resurrection, an inheritance willi 
the redeemed ; and as our minds are called to His 
inestimable sacrifice of Himself, what can be more 

* Luke xriL la 
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calcnloted to stimnlate our lore, and canse ns to 
bring forth our offerings ! 

Yes, and it also recalls to ns the &ct that on this 
day the Holy Spirit was ontpotired. His miction 
is felt as the multitude of worshippers join in sacred 
song, or plead in prayer, or hear Grod's truth. 

Hie teaching of Christ by His presence in the 
Treasury is borne out by the instruction of the 
apostles : " Upon the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store as €rod has pros- 
pered him." * This being so, we hold it to be the 
emphatic duty of every church to carefully plan and 
carry out such offering, giving the greatest facility 
to each worshipper to present to his Lord what We 
and duty may dictate ; to give the offertory an equal 
place with every other portion of public worship : 
and it is the duty of each individual Christian to 
present in that offering his proportionate gift to Grod. 
" That is all very well for the simple days of the 
apostles," says one, "but it could not be done in 
these days of credit and business intricacy. Offering 
proportionately to prosperity, week by week, is a 
different thing now," We know fall weU there are 
some who will not be able to tell what their profit 
will be fi3r a month or a year, but in reviewing the 
mass of men, such cases are few. They can be 
easily settled by taking a comprehensive view, and 
estimating by the Scriptural ratio. A conscientious 
man can come near to his just income tax, and the 
ingenuity which will enable him to compass the 

* I Cor. xyi. 2. 
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one problem will enable him also to decide the 
other. 

Not one is exempt from this duty to whom God 
has given- " Every one of you," says the Apostle. 
The manifestation of the love of the poor is as 
precious to God as that of the wealthy. The widow's 
mites were exceedingly precious to Christ. To 
withhold the opportunity of giving an offering from 
any of those to whom God has given even a little 
is to obscure this blessed fact.* It is to draw an 
invidious distinction, which often sensitive and pious 
souls feel much. Give then the same occasion to 
the fingers bent with toil as to the delicate hand 
flashing with rubies and amethysts. 

In visiting some churches we have been astonished 
and grieved to see this occasion denied to those 
who sat in " free seats," evidently on the ground of 
their apparently low position in life, and we are 
thoroughly convinced that more Scriptural teaching 
would destroy this practice. One of the designs of 
Christianity is to give to all men equal religious 
privileges, and the opportunity of offering at pabUc 
worship in God's sanctuary is undoubtedly a re- 
ligious privilege, for tnoe offering is, as we have 
shown, a religious act, a manifestation of humility, 
faith, prayer, and love to God. 

We think it right here to notice, that such offer- 
ing as we have referred to, during public worship on 
the Lord's Day, would be a strong check to covetous- 
ness. As the amount of money we make increases, 
so the tendency to this sin increases, until eventually 
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we refuse to spend money on the necessaries of life. 
It is said of Mrs. Graham of New York, who made 
it a role of showing her love to God by giving at 
least a tenth of her income, that on one occasion 
having made a profit of ;^iO(X> on a speculation, she 
said : " Quick ! quick ! let me appropriate God's 
portion ere my heart grows hard," so strongly did 
she feel the innate tendency to this sin. 

It is quite plain that it exists in our churches on 
each Lord's Day. Hence in the majority of them 
the amount of copper is out of all proportion to other 
coins. Wardens and treasurers are continually 
burdened with the superabundance of farthings, 
hal^nnies, and pence, some of which indeed are 
base coin ; and not infrequently are these estimable 
gentlemen disposed to put a foreign construction on 
the Ajwstle's words, and say : "Alexander the copper- 
smith hath done me much eviL" Whilst these ojBFer- 
ings may be the proportionate gifts of some they 
cannot be of all. From some they go before God 
not as the outcome of love and duty, but as exhi- 
bitions of covetousness. What a solemn thought ! 
We are persuaded, however, that parting with money 
every Lord's Day at public worship is a check on 
this sin — particularly if our offering is a propor- 
tionate one — a healthy discipline of the soul, a check 
under those infiiiences which are best calculated to 
eradicate it, and at a time when we are most likely 
to feel the spell of hallowed surroundings and our 
indebtedness to God. Nor let the potency of these 
influences be doubted because there are some, who^ 
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notwithfitaikJing tbem, ftThihifc ooyetonsaess, far what 
would many <^ these peracnis give apart finom pnblic 
worship? We fear moch less dian they do now, and 
what perfection may they not arrive at, if these good 
influences contbine to prevaiL They may be work- 
ing giadiially, but, like many of Ciod's mightiest forces, 
si]iely,anditis not for ns in any way to hinder them, 
but the veiy reverse. 

Take another view. Qflfering, we have seen, is a 
duty, but it is more, it is ^ privilege. God in nature 
and providence distributes His bounty through 
agents. Eveiy breath of wind and burst of sunshine 
are his agents, by which Ha distributes blessing. 
We are privileged in being permitted to imitate Him 
by distributing blessings to others through CSuistian 
agencies. He has made us also His agents to per- 
form His purposes. To this end He has been pleased 
to place no small powers, monetary and otherwise, in 
our hand, under our keeping and stewardship. He 
need not have done this. The Almighty is not 
limited in agencies. But He has done so that we 
may be distributors of those resources for the evan- 
gelisation of the world, and be helpers, with Him in 
a plan of world-wide redemption, a consummation 
which is unspeakably dear to Him, anid in which ihe 
hierarchy of heaven is profoundly interested. 

Fan<7 yourself called into the ppesenoe of. Her 
Majesty, made the bearer of a special missian, an 
almoner of some of her wealth. Yon wonld feel 
honoured; but you are in a somewhat BJmilar se^^e so 
honoured at this moment. You have a special mone- 
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taiy tmst firom the King of kings, with a choice of exer- 
cising it in various channels. Yon are His almoner. 
In the distribution of that tmst yon are a co-worker 
with an ever present Boyalty. 

Surpassing privilege ! Verily, if we as professing 
Christians have not felt this before, it is because 
selfishness and sin have blunted our moral sensi- 
bilities and blinded us, so that we cannot see or . 
appreciate our Royal functions. 

Talk of offering as a drudgery, a thing to be 
quietly neglected ! It is an inestimable privilege, 
the full compass of which eternity alone will reveal. 
But what season can be more suitable for the exercise 
of this duty and privilege than the first day of the 
week during pubUc worship. 

Let every worshipper on the Lord's Day remember 
then, that one of Christ's tests of his love is his offer- 
ing to Him ; that He is deeply interested in it ; that 
human hands receive it for Htm ; that, if he pro- 
fesses to be a Christian but withholds his offering, 
he denies his profession every time he does so ; that 
Christ by revelation is said to be " worthy to receive 
BICHES ; " * that if he gives nominally of his inccwne 
as a mere solatium to conscience, he practically 
denies revelation, and says He is unworthy ; that His 
eye is all-seeing, and that He regards his offering by 
the Spirit witii which he gives as also by the propor- 
tion he retains; that if he keeps the. gold and* the 
silver, and offers Him the copper, he proves his own 
self love, and but mocks Him ; that carefully as he 

* Key. V. 12. 
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arranges Ms appearance in the church npon the 
Lord's Day, he should even more carefully arrange 
to give to God a proportionate offering ; that monetary 
transactions should not be neglected, but take place 
with Goii in His Church on that day, 'for such are 
the place and time when offerings may best be pre- 
sented to Him. 

But let it be understood that during Divine Wor- 
ship is not the only time when we may offer to God, 
— ^there are many other suitable occasions. We have 
mentioned the church first, because time and usage 
give it such a precedence, and it stands specially near 
to God. The Jews provided first for their CHurch, and 
under the Christian dispensation such provision takes 
no inferior place. Public worship is of the .highest 
imporfc, and should be of the highest consideration. 

" On the first day of the week," the Apostle says, 
" lay by in store as God has prospered." He does 
not say that all store is to be. offered through one 
channel, but that it is to be put by ^' at home " or 
" by oneself," and by inference we add, to be used 
for godly purposes. Having deducted then from our 
proportionate store what we with a good conscience 
think due to God in public worship, the remainder 
may be offered in other channels. If it be asked, 
What channels ? We reply such as. we believe to be 
for the advancement of His work and cause; for 
example, home and foreign missions, the training 
of young men for the ministry, the education of the 
young, the building of churches in poor neighbour- 
hoods, the evangelization pf the Jews, temperance 
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societies in connection with the Church, orphanages, 
hospitals, refoges, reformatories, societies for the 
amelioration of the condition of the poor, and other 
genuine causes, and we might add those channels 
which lie closest to our hearts, because it is very 
essential that our sympathies and offerings should 
go hand in hand. 

But let our offerings be timely. Institutions as 
well as individuals have times of depression. Some 
favour certain institutions ; as these supporters 
decline or fail, and the needs of such institutions 
become pressing, then our offerings will be specially 
acceptable and useful to them. It is comparatively 
easy for us to gain this information. Institutions 
that are well off, and likely to be so, need not 
have so much of our consideration. 

There are times when. help is specially needful. 
It is wise and merciful to assist our fellow-men before 
their spirit is broken, and they are swallowed up by 
distress. Many a. soul has gone down in the storm* 
of life, when a helping hand at a certain moment 
would have saved him. There is a time often in the 
youthful life when it might be saved from evil 
influences, or when a little aid would keep it on a 
course, which would, as years rolled on, be very 
beneficial When a widow is in her deepest distress, 
then is pre-eminently the time to perform your godly 
office towards her. It is often very difficult to find 
out such occasions,, particularly from those who are 
-struggling with enforced appearances and poverty, 
but they amply repay our study and care. No one 



«o THE KING'S COIN. 

is moECf likdy to better acquaint ns wifli them than 
those who minister to spiritual wants. Many a tale 
of bitter woe is heard by a diKgyman's ear whicb 
none other heai& 

A Christian doctor was seated in a compai^ of 
friends assembled in a drawing-room: as the bell 
rang for sapper, a serrant* came to. say he was 
wanted. He rose in obedience to the smnmons, bnt 
his hostess urged him to postpone his departure if 
but for half an hour : ^^ Madam," he replied, ^^ I may 
save a patient that half hour of pain which I could 
not if I stayed here." Soy by timely giving we may 
save needless pain, and shed joy in a troubled heart. 
Bemember, it is written : ^^ Withhold not good firom 
them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of 
thine hand to do it." * 

Again, if the question ''When?" be asked. We say, 
When we can choose the quietest methods ; avoiding, 
if possible, the semblance of ostentation, that our 
bene&ctions may be like oil, which, when poured 
from one vessel to another, flows in silence and with 
soft and gentle Ml. 

And to the- "How?" of the inquirer we reply, 
With due discrimination. St. Ghrysostom says: 
"He who gives well, without dividing well, sins." 
Grod discriminates in all His gifts. The Imght- 
winged birds of the tropic regions have not the 
sweet song of those of duller plumage in our own 
land ; the gayest flowers have not always the choicest' 
perfumes ; the fleet and Seiscinating zebra has not 

* ProT. iii 27, 2& 
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the docility and qniet winsomeness of the shaggy 
Shetland l)on7; the strength of Samson was not 
combined with the wisdom of Solomon, nor the 
genins of a Newton with the daring of a Living- 
stone. 

Amongst the many reasons which can be found 
as to why Christ raised the widow's son, the ruler s 
daughter, and His beloved Lazarus, not the least 
may be, that one ^^as an only son, another an only 
daughter, and the other the only brother of orphan 
sisters. 

Let us follow this teaching and exercise discrimi- 
nation. It is God's money you are giving. Reckless 
charity has been productive of pauperism and crime. 
It is a baneful folly and much to be eschewed. 

Lastly to the question " When ? " we reply, Give 
frequently. If we lay by in store and allow money 
to accimiulate, we may, in looking at the bulk, be 
prompted to think it is too "much to give. The 
giving of very large sums has a tendency to raise 
that spirit in the human heart which found vpice 
centuries ago in that memorable speech : " Is not this 
Babylon the great that I have builded."* More- 
over, comparatively small sums are more easily 
parted with, and have results beyond what we often 
think. A person who gives, say sixpence, at each 
service in church, does not think it much, but if, 
at the end of the year, he were asked for two pounds 
twelve, it would look to him, perhaps, a serious 
item, yet he does not think it such when distri- 

* Dan. It. 30. 

F . 
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buted over an extended period. Give, then, fre- 
quently, and in so doing make the ultimate object 
Him, who has cast a hido of divinity aronnd each 
feeble offering by those magic words: "Ye did it 
nnto Me." 



CHAPTEE VI. . 

** The lessons of prudence have charms, 
And slighted may lead to distress ; 
But the man whom benevolence warms, 
Is an angel who lives but to bles&" 

— Bloomfield. 
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CHAPTEB VI. 

ITS ADVANTAGES. 

** The kssons of prudence have charmes 
And slighted may lead to distress ; 
Bat the. man whom beneTolence warms, 
Is an angel who lives but to bless." 

— Bloomfibld. 

It eanuot be doubted that there are some who will 
say that this work should have been reserved for 
more prosperous times, but even then would it be 
considered more readily than at present, or meet 
with a better reception by those who thus think ? 
They may urge, that, in a season of commercial 
depression when losses have been of such magnitude, 
many are either comparatively poor or completely 
impoverished, and therefore it is inopportune to 
begin the practice of the principles herein laid down. 
We reply that, in the exercise of these scriptural 
principles in a proper spirit, men do not become im- 
poverished, and that there is no loss. It may be with 
some, that in parting with money the idea of loss 
has ever been present, but that of personal advantage 
never. " 

We cannot help being struck with the fact that 
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several of those persons, whose offerings to God have 
been left as examples for us to follow, gave in what 
were undoubtedly " hard times " to them, and when 
their circumstances were more straitened perhaps 
than those of most of our readers. 

A woman of Sarepta is brought before our notice in 
the first book of Kings.* A famine is in the land, and 
she is in dire circumstances. Hearken to her mourn- 
ful confession : " I have not a cake, but an handful 
of meal and a little oil in a cruse." The shadow of 
death is reflected in her gaunt and worn features ; 
she is in the last extremity : " I am gathering two 
sticks that I may go in and dress it for me. and my 
son, that we may eat it and die," she says. Yet God's 
prophet is sent to her, and on her scanty resources 
she acknowledges God's claim and gives the prophet 
sustenance. 

The widow in the Treasury of the Temple is so 
poor that all she has may be compassed in those 
significant words, " two mites," yet these she offers to 
God with a free and trustful spirit. 

Jacob, in journeying to Haran on that memorable 
night when he had such a blessed revelation from 
God, was evidently a poor man : the whole of his 
worldly goods were seemingly the raiment which he 
wore and a staff.f 

Alone he pressed his solitary way ; fatigued and 
wearied with travel he sought rest, the earth his 
bed, a stone his pillow, the heavens his canopy. 
Yet it is under these circumstances we find him 

* xyii. 8-24. t Gen. xxxii. 10. 
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covenanting for the necessaries of life, "food and 
raiment," and vowing to give God His portion. 
What a splendid example there is here for men 
beginning life to break through the bonds of selfish- 
ness and acknowledge God's claim on them. 

Many more examples might be added, but what of 
these? Was there any loss? No, but a positive 
advantage. Poor Jacob is so blessed that he rises to 
be a man of riches and importance. We read of 
his flocks and his herds — ^his two hundred she-goats, 
twenty he-goats, two hundred ewes, twenty rams, 
his camels, colts, kine, foals, servants, and sons ; his 
earthly possessions had so multiplied that they were 
embraced in two camps. The lonely traveller had 
become a God-made prince.* 

To the woman of Sarepta was returned her simple 
benefaction, with more than an increase of a thou- 
sandfold ; the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did 
the cruse of oil fail. Did the widow whom Christ 
eulogised lose ? We dare not suppose so.. The pity 
and boundless love of Christ forbid the very thought. 
She looked beyond her poverty, and acted from a 
sense of duty and privilege. If she knew Christ's 
estimate of her gift, if she read its record on the 
sacred page of God's Holy Word, or heard His 
commendation, she lost not but gained immensely. 
Ah ! hard times are but a poor excuse for overlooking 
God's claims and dishonouring Him by distrust. 
Ay ! in such a course there is irretrievable loss. 
Hard times press more hardly on the poor than on 

* Gen. xxxiL 
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those who are better oflT, and therefore their claims 
are mnch stronger at such periods. 

When Noah came out of the Ark with, so far as he 
knew, a depopulated world before him, he sacrificed 
to Gk)d. clean beasts, and of every clean fowL To 
the keen business eye this would seem folly, with 
such a limited stock and so wide an area to be filled. 
Yet we see that there was no subsequent loss. God 
promises that the seasons shall continue in their 
course, producing seedtime and harvest ; that the 
earth shall never again be dieluged ; and in surety 
of this He gives His heaven-set bow. 

Amongst the many potentates of the earth none 
was so wealthy, wise, and magnificent as Solomon. 
Kingdoms have waxed and waned, yet they have 
brought forth none, who, in these respects, have 
been his compeer, and it is significant to observe 
that he wa^ the man whose father made the largest 
ofiering to Jehovah. We could recount many in- 
stances where men have put in practice the princi- 
ples we enunciate, and the confession of their own 
lips has been, that, in proportion as they exercised 
these privileges, they prospered, some amassing 
wealth, some gaining distinction, and all unfeigned 
respect ; but we have never heard one who conscien- 
tiously owned to loss. If rich and poor, nobles and 
mechanics, merchant princes and tradesmen, who pro- 
fess Christianity, would practise this Christian prin- 
ciple, they would find it to be to their great gain. 

In the economy of God it appears to be a funda- 
mental rule, that, in ministering to Him through 
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others, we find the basis of our own weal. The 
pregnant clonds give to the earth ' their teeming 
abundance, but receive again the vapour which 
r^letes them, and He who made these very clouds 
applies the same principle to us. Listen to His 
words : '' Give and it shall be given to you fall 
measure, pressed down and running over." * 

Buskin, in his " Lamp of Sacrifice," says : " Gk)d 
never forgets any work or labour of love, and what- 
ever it may be of which the^r^^ and best portions 
or powers have been presented to Him, He will 
multiply and increase sevenfold." Straitened cir- 
cumstances test us. If we cannot trust the Author 
and Preserver of our life under them, will we be 
more likely to do so when more favourably situated ? 

He, who has commanded us to honour Him with 
our substance, and with the ^r5^-£ruits of our in- 
crease, -f has also said : " Them that honour me I 
will honour." J Profit, or loss, is not always the 
result of our keenest calculations, but if we will let 
our feeble reason be enlightened by the teaching of 
God's infinite mind we shall see this and many other 
subjects in new and wondrous aspects. 

An infidel once said that he had watched closely 
many Christians, and he found in them some strange 
exhibitions of inconsistency, not the least of which 
was, that though few seemed to disbelieve God's 
promises as to the future, yet they did not seem to 
have so fiill a belief as to His promises for the 
present. It is thoroughly true that many professing 
* Luke ii 38. t Prov. iii. 9, lo. t i Sam. ii. 30. 
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Ghristii^ns never doubt the promises of God as to 
heaven : they revel in them, they sing of them with 
the fullest expression of soul, they are in their 
highest element as they hear the preacher set forth 
the glories of Beulah, Pisgah, and Canaan, they are 
captivated with the gold and jasper and brilliance of 
heaven — sure they are of these things, but they are 
not quite certain as to whether God means all He 
says as to timej as to whether, if they trust Him here 
and give Him that which is His and on which He 
lays His claim. He will honour their trust and bless 
them. They do not say it in so many words, for 
they have considerable diffidence in expressing them- 
selves in this manner, it might not be thought quite 
orthodox ; but they, by their actions and contracted 
views, show us they think it. How inconsistent ! 
If God's word is true concerning eternity, it must 
be true as regards time, and the man whose faith 
is only strong as to the future, dishonours God in 
the present and thus forfeits his prospective happi- 
ness ; but the offering to God of His portion is 
advantageous, in that it helps to abolish this incon- 
sistency, stimulates finth, takes away reproach from 
the professing Christian, and shows others by prac' 
ticcU test, that the word of the Divine Being is as 
sure for time as eternity. 

Now and then it happens that some swift steamer 
laden with passengers, specie, and cargo, is detained 
upon the mighty deep; the propeller has broken 
down, the engines are disarranged, and the day 
marked for her arrival at her destined port sees her 
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not there. As time wears on how interest in her safety 
is increased ; ever and anou the steamship managers 
hasten to the various oflEices to put on insurance, 
the telegraph is often set in motion, the bulletins in 
reading-rooms are eagerly perused, the captains of 
incoming vessels are closely questioned, the coast- 
guard on the headland looks through his glass fre- 
quently to discern every speck on the horizon. Why 
this concern on the part of the managers? In a 
great measure, because they may have money them- 
selves invested in the vessel, and because they are 
responsible for the money paid for her by others. 
So we think, where money is invested, there will, 
as a rule, be concern,* increasing or otherwise, with 
the rise, or fall, or jeopardy of the investment. If 
we gave God the proportionate sum of income that 
has been set forth, and, as managers or stewards, 
which we are for Him, put it into religious and 
philanthropic causes for the good of those who are 
His, our concern in these would be exceedingly in- 
creased. Fewer printed reports would be put into 
the wastepaper basket, they would be read : for as 
honourable men we would seek to invest for God in 
the best and most needy spheres. The management 
of churches, institutions, and charities would be a 
subject of concern. We would see that they were 
carried on in the most efficient manner. Their failure 
would extort from us two all-important questions: 
How have they failed ? And why ? This is the very 

* ** Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."— 
Matt, yi 21. 
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kind of concern which at this moment is much 
needed, and is lacking, we believe, becatise too gene- 
rally ^' God's fraction" is lacking also; an increase 
of the one wonld mean an increase of the other. 

Look oyer the broad face of natnre — examine the 
various species of animals, and you will find their 
faculties varying in a very considerable degree. 
But man fiur surpasses them all. His lordship has 
been established by several prominent endowments. 
The power of intelligent speech is not found amongst 
animals of even the highest instinct. The parrot 
utters Its chatter, but is unconscious of the meaning 
of the words it imitates, and which are limited by its 
surroundings. The monkey, the horse, and the dog 
look at us sometimes with an earnestness of expres- 
sion which fancy at times leads us to i^y for them : 
"We would speak if we could." The faculty of 
worship is not discoverable in that portion of the 
animal creation which most nearly approaches man, 
neither is that of beneficence. These faculties wer© 
reserved by the Creator for the " sons of men ; " to 
exercise them as we suggest is one of man's peculiar 
privileges, and to set them forth is one of the methods 
by which he honours his Creator, and proves true to 
the talents committed to his keeping. 

Natural powers, we know, will deteriorate, if they 
are not exercised, and indeed will become lost from 
lack of use; sowiththe^(?w;er of giving : this, doubt- 
less, is the reason why many, who have not used the 
power during the earlier part of life, find it well nigh 
impossible to do so in declining years- the highest 
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motives are appealed to witk the utmost fervour, 
yet, alas ! without effect. 

Acting as we point out wonid assist us to live in 
the enjoyment of our powers, and thereby reflect 
benefit on ourselves* We say enjoyment, for it cannot 
be denied that an All-wise Providence has so con- 
stituted us, that pleasure is attached to the legitimate 
exercise of every power. 

The first use of any fiaculty which has lain unex- 
ercised will not always bring pleasure; the eye, if 
suddenly exposed to the sun, will experience pain ; or, 
the unused muscle when first brought into action 
will caiise a twinge, but a judicious use of both will 
be repaid by the greatest pleasure : ultimately, the 
eye resting on the smiling landscape will fill the 
soul with rapture. So, giving God his proportionate 
fraetion from a sense of duty may not at first give 
pleasure, but it ultimately will. The frequent per- 
formance of any deed increases in us a disposition 
to repeat it, until a new habit is formed, and 
with the new habit we shall experience a new 
pleasure. Laying by in store week by week^ and 
giving week by week, will produce a pleasure of 
which we would not willingly be deprived. When 
we see the benefite accruing to the Church and to 
the world at large as the result of our giving, this 
gratification will be certain, particularly if we are 
firm believers in a Divine Revelation. Of this fact 
we have practical demonstration in the lives of 
many of the best men, who in the end have found 
their difficulty to be " not to give." One of Bishop 
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Burnet's flock was cited for debt, and came to 
him for some small assistance. When the Bishop 
inquired from him how much would clear off his debt, 
and set him up in his trade, the debtor named a sum 
which a servant was at once ordered to pay. " Sir," 
said the domestic, '4t is all there is in the- house." 
" Well, well," replied Burnet, " pay it to this poor 
man ; you do not know the pleasure there is in 
making a man glad." It was doubtless, in no small 
degree too, this pleasure which'caused the Reverend 
John Wesley during fifty years of his life to so deny 
himself, that he gave away more than thirty thou- 
sand pounds, and so reduced his plate, that in 1776 
he was ihe possessor of only four silver spoons, two 
in London and two in Bristol. 

We once heard a man, whose doctor had prescribed 
for him a bitter tonic, say that the first time he took 
it he felt the liquid to. be nauseous, " but," he added, 
" having taken it frequently it became more palatable, 
until now I like it, and it does me good." So, some 
who read the duty advocated herein may at first feel 
it rather irksome, but let them put the principle into 
action, and eventually they will say : " Now I like it, 
and it does me good." 

A clergyman, sailing along the east coast of 
England, noticed that the vessel in which he was 
did not answer to her helm veiy quickly, so he asked 
the man at the* wheel how it was : " Ah," was the 
reply," she has got poor lines, sir, poor linea" The 
clergyman, observing the notice " Not to speak to the 
man at the wheel," went into the saloon musing as 
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tx) what the " lines " might be. Eetuming home^ 
ward in another ship, he observed that the moment 
the steersman touched the wheel, the ship immedi- 
ately answered to the rudder; he asked for an 
explanation, and was told it was because the ship 
had "fine lines, sir, fine lines." So hereditary 
influences act upon us more or less. Some are, it 
is alleged, naturally benevolent, others the very 
reverse ; these traits show themselves in their pos- 
sessors, even when children, consequently, their 
feelings at the commencement of the practice of 
giving and spending for Grod may be varied by con- 
stitution ; but however this may be, the final result 
will be one of pleasure, and they will look on such 
subjects as the present, not as levers for extrgxjting 
money, but as instruments designed to cause them 
no small gratification. 

Mariners shipwrecked on our coasts are rescued 
by our gallant lifeboat service, yet all are not saved 
in exactly the same way. Although there are laws 
and regulations laid down for the guidance of 
rescuers, still there are many details which cannot 
be pre-arranged^ owing to the widely diflfering con- 
ditions and surroundings affecting both savers and 
those to be saved. So, all men are not saved jfrom sin 
in exactly the same way: some are led to put their 
trust in God by the fear of sin's consequences ; others 
by a sense of duty towards those over whom they 
are placed as guardians, and of duty to God; the 
great majority, by a love begotten in them by the 
boundless manifestation of God's love towards them 
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individuaUy, in Chriat's atoning sacrifice; bat in 
each case, we think, if life be spared, there will be 
an advance from such lower motives to higher, 
until love to God is the absorbing power of the sonl, 
casting oat every inferior feeling. 

Thus, thongh men give God His fraction from the 
lower motive of fear, as to their responsibility, and 
the attendant consequences, or from a mere sense 
of duty, why may not eventtuMy God-love be experi- 
enced ? Why may not oflTering week by week in a 
conscientious spirit sooner or later awaken deep reflec- 
tion ? Then, may not the inner man see that the 
little gift offered is but poor, unless springing from 
faith and love ; and the momentous question of self- 
dedication press itself upon the soul until the claims 
of love reign supreme ? " Frequent money getting 
for self strengthens money love and self-love, fre- 
quent getting money for God and devoting it to 
Him, strengthens love of Gt)d until the love power pre- 
dominates." * "Ah," you say, "I never thought about 
this subject as a means of leading to salvation." Just 
dwell upon it and you may find it so. Granting 
this to be the issue in some, we again arrive at the 
point we have just previously demonstrated, that the 
oiSering to God of His proportionate Amnion is a 
means to produce a Tiew pleasure ; for what so satis- 
factory as to love and be loved by God. 

Now other benefits will follow. We remember 
waiting upon a good man, who had plenty of worldly 
substance, for a contribution. At first he refused, and 

* Moncrieff. 
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entered into an argument with us as to his duty to 
comply. . After long conversation, he replied ; "Well, 
I suppose yon must have it — ^you have fairly beaten 
me into it;" this was not offering from a true 
motive. We are here reminded of the story Dean 
Bamsay tells of a certain laird in Fife, well known 
for his parsimonious habits. Whilst his substance 
largely increased, he did not augment his liberality, 
and his weekly offering never exceeded the sum of 
one penny. One day, however, by mistake, he 
dropped into the plate at the door a five shilling 
piece, but discovering his error before he was seated 
in his pew, hurried back, and was about to replace 
the sum by his customary penny, when the elder in 
attendance cried out, " Stop, laird ; ye may put in 
what ye like, but ye maun tak naething out ! " 
The laird, finding his explanation went for nothing, 
at last said, " Aweel, I suppose I'll get credit for it 
in heaven." " Na, na, laird," said the elder, " ye'U 
only get credit for the penny." Now if a sense of 
pleasure and love reigns, it will induce and keep 
alive a proper motive in offering, " The Lord loveth 
a cheerful giver," * and to grudge God what is His 
own is a sin of no small magnitude. Much of the 
giving in our day is not cheerful, else whence those 
deep and solemn grumblings about the frequency 
of appeals in behalf of religious and charitable pur- 
poses? Or, whence those dark frowns and surly 
remarks when money is given ? and which plainly 
say — " I will give you for this time, but don't call 

* 2 Cor. ix. 7. 

G 
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again : " surely these things should not be. But get 
people to lay by weekly in store, to provide, as the 
Apostle directs, a proportionate fund to meet the 
claims of God in religion and charity, and this being 
done, there will be, when such appeals are made, 
something to draw upon, and consequently offering 
will cease to be a source of dissatisfaction : such pre- 
arrangement will tend to the " willing mind " the 
Apostle speaks of as necessary to a true act of offering.* 

Moreover, it will render easy the task of those 
whose privilege it is to care for the concerns of 
religious and philanthropic institutions. The col- 
lectors will be received with pleasure and bright- 
ness, and will be thanked for taking the trouble of 
calling and representing the claims of that poi> 
tion of the Divine work, in which the subscriber is 
particularly interested. 

A mighty change will be wrought. Givers will 
rejoice and feel grateful for having suitable and 
worthy channels brought under their notice, wherein 
they can safely invest " God's portion " committed 
to them. 

In the history of nations as well as of individuals 
there are times of great joy, when the national 
heart is thrilled with rapture, and the voice lifted 
in song. Such periods are memorable. What excite- 
ment existed during the Indian Mutiny ! The eyes 
of the nation were concentrated on the remnant of 
our garrisons and loyal subjects under imminent 
peril of death from starvation and treacherous Sepoya 

* 2 Cor. viii. 2. 
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What satisfaction there was, too, when, they were 
reUeved by our gallant troops, whDm we sent out 
in hot haste to subdue the insurgents, and bring 
deliverance. 

In our imagination we can picture to ourselves 
the throbbing pulses of the beleaguered garrison, as 
they heard in the dim distance the first faint sounds 
of our Highland bagpipes, every heart beating more 
quickly as they came nearer and nearer, and grew 
louder and louder, telling of liberty in every note ; 
the rapture of our Highlanders as they caught the 
first glimpse of the pale and emaciated faces of 
those who had waited long for their coming; the 
warm hand clasp of Havelock and his officers with 
Outram, Campbell, and their companions in arms. 
Brave men wept with tears of joy ; for, thank God ! 
there are Englishmen who can weep as well as fight, 
and, as the news reached our shores, one loud " God 
be praised " went up to heaven from city, town, and 
hamlet. We had sent our troops to their release, 
and a kind Providence had granted them success. 
The joy of those who stayed at home for duty was 
not one whit behind that of those who went abroad. 

We may not be able to go into the places of pov- 
erty and want, stoop beside the dying and tell them 
of the love of Christ, raise the fallen and carry in 
our own hand the Gospel to the benighted heathen, 
but we can lovingly give our proportionate fraction 
in the name of God for these objects, and as we know 
of the rescues that have been effected, the sorrows 
that have been ameliorated, the souls tjhat have been 
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lifted from .the fear of death to the peace of heaven, 
a blessed jojr and comfort will be onr inalienable 
reward. From this the selfish soul will be debarred. 
One of the leading questions of our own day is 
thrift. Numerous essays and pamphlets have been 
written on the subject, and the State, by various 
Acts of Parliament, and by its Post-Office Savings 
Bank, is endeavouring to encourage it. We think 
the practice of the subject on which we write is a 
factor to its promotion. In connection with a cer- 
tain church within our knowledge, it has been the 
custom for years past to have a congregational trip, 
or day in the country, to meet the expenses of which 
each person subscribes twopence per week. The 
esteemed incumbent told us a remarkable instance 
of how a family was benefited thereby. They were in 
poor circumstances, yet began to subscribe weekly for 
their children to have their day's out in the summer. 
The parents, finding clothes would be needed for the 
occasion, contributed a small sum weekly to a cloth- 
ing fund. The day for the summer trip came round 
and was enjoyed thoroughly, but there were other re- 
sults. The parents, finding so much could be accom- 
plished with what appeared to them to be so little, 
and having formed the habit of each week putting 
away a limited sum, began to take a wider view of 
the question, and thought they might gradually put 
away a small amount for business purposes : this 
they did. The result was a small capital, which, 
with the frugal habits that were formed, has at this 
hour raised their social position very considerably. 
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A similar system of weekly dedication to God of 
that which is His will tend to the same end. Snch 
dedication is calculated to prodnce the best influence 
on the soul, whilst the self-denial which is practised 
for this will stimulate self-denial for other purposes, 
and a consequent advance in circumstances with due 
care will follow; thoughtless extravagance will be 
studiously avoided ; reckoning to find God's portion 
week by week will produce a healthy and conserving 
influence on the entire income, which in these days 
is so much to be desired. Nor are we surprised at . 
this, for it follows as surely as day succeeds night 
that when we honestly and lovingly try to do our 
duty to God in any respect, we are ourselves the re- 
cipients of blessing. All God's laws have been made 
for this purpose and constantly tend thereto. This 
view, we think, is worthy of the best attention of 
moralists, philanthropists, and professing Christians. 
Again, the adoption of this principle will pro- 
duce a healthy spirit of independence. In looking 
over the printed yearly balance-sheets of some 
churches, and. the annual reports of various institu- 
tions, we cannot help observing how people are 
influenced in their giving by what others in or 
about their station in life give. The collector is 
frequently asked : " What has Mr. A. or Mr. B. sub- 
scribed?" and when the amount is named, it is replied: 
" Well, I will give the same." Sometimes the giver 
overreaches his true ability, but ofl;ener far goes 
much below it. We find the subscription the same 
year by year; the income has been steadily increas- 
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ing, it may be, but not so the contribution. If Grod's 
proportionate fraction were set aside, men would 
contribute what they conscientiously could afford, 
irrespective of Mr. A. or Mr. B. They would not be 
influenced either by the penuriousness or the reckless 
giving. of others. Pride would receive a thoroughly 
well-deserved blow, for the testimony of "a good 
conscience " would be to them, as it was to the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles, a source of rejoicing, and 
they would really care little what the world thought 
of their offering as to its magnitude or diminutive- 
ness. Worshippers would not withhold a full offer- 
ing because of some slight endowment of the Church, 
but would consider its needs, and capabilities, and 
their own duty. 

How to help the poor without pauperising them 
is one of the difficult questions of the time. Mission- 
halls and churches have been erected for their use, 
wherein they have not been expected to give, but 
merely to be the recipients of others' gifts. The 
clergyman they regard somewhat in the light of a 
Relieving Officer, whose duty it is to see to all their 
complaints and find the means of satisfying them ; 
that they at any time should offer to God and His 
cause seems to be an idea far removed from their 
mental vision. When large benefactors to their 
church or mission-hall have died, the work carried 
on therein has been paralysed. But get the poor to 
learn their duty and privilege in giving back to God 
a portion of what He has given to them, and you 
will encourage the spirit of gratitude and independ- 
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ence — you will teach the great power of " littles " on 
the Church and on their own lives, and you will 
bring a blessing from Him who regardeth the 
smallest offering. We are fully persuaded that this 
principle is one of the chief factors in solving that 
difficult problem : " How to help the poor ? " 

Let it be also observed that from proportionately 
laying by in store, and then offering from that store, 
two other benefits will follow. We shall be able to 
be given to that hospitality of which the Apostle 
speaks in his Epistle to the Romans,* and God will 
be repeatedly brought into the ordinary business of 
life : this latter will afford an opportunity for spiritual 
influences in some measure to weigh against worldly 
attractions ; these are results much to be desired in 
this present age. 

But before we conclude this branch of our subject, 
let us look at some of the benefits arising to the 
Church. We know full well the potency of '' common 
interest," how it united the men of the Northern 
States of America as one man to protect their 
Union, and to free the slave ; how it has stimulated 
the Germans in recent wars to fight for Fatherland ; 
how it has called forth the patriotism, energy, and 
wealth of our colonies to assist the mother country 
in the day of battle : though league upon league of 
ocean rolls between old England and h^r dependencies, 
though climes vary and even language differs, yet they 
have felt bound together by '* common interest." We 
have seen a " common interest " in the faith taught 

* Bom. xiL 13. 
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by the apostles bind a vast congregation composed 
of English, French, Italians, Germans, Dutch, and 
Americans as one man. Whilst the Very Beverend 
the Dean of Canterbury led them in the .repetition of 
the Apostles' Creed, they have vrith one voice given 
expression to the deep feelings of their soul, " until 
the very atmosphere itself seemed instinct with 
living Christian truth, and pregnant vrith the hope 
of the life everlasting. Talk of sublimity ! What 
have we seen so sublime as this? We have seen the 
wide expanse of ever rolling sea, roofed by the azure 
sky, and rimmed by the fiir and dim horison ; we 
have seen great Niagara with its rush, its everlast- 
ing thunder, and its falling floods ; we have seen the 
Bocky Mountains swelling from the plains in awful 
grandeur, and burying their snowy heads vrithin the 
clouds above; we have seen in the deep shadows 
of the night the boundless prairie glowing and 
flaming far and near with encircling fire ; we have 
seen above the plains of Nebraska the starry host 
— * worlds on worlds ! amazing pomp ! ' — ^hung in 
lustrous glory from the cloudless void. Yes, all 
these we have seen, and we have pronounced them 
sublime : yet their aggregate sublimity seems to us 
less impressive, less imposing, less intensely moving, 
than the sight of that great assembly uniting ¥dth 
one heart and one voice in this ancient and com- 
prehensive summary of the faith which was once 
delivered to the saints." * 

* " Glimpses in America," p. 8a J. Nisbet & Co., 21 Berners 
Street W. 
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Such is Ihe power and sublimity of a * ''common 
interest " when once roused ; and what it has done in 
so many instances, it will do for the Church. By 
denying self and calculating how we may give cheer- 
fully, steadily, and proportionately, there will be 
awakened a deep and "common interest" in the 
Church and in each other, which will enable us to 
overlook many trifling differences, blend heart with 
heart, foster that brotherly love which is the fruit of 
the Gospel, and present a sight to the cold and selfish 
world of unparalleled grandeur. The greater the 
sacrifices undergone for the common cause the 
stronger and closer the bonds of union. 

Weekly and proportionate storing for God would 
materially increase the revenue and power for good 
of the Church. As a nation we have immense finan- 
cial resources, as may be seen in the vast sum raised 
amongst ub by imperial taxation amounting to some 
eighty-nine millions annually, we believe. Yet how 
little, comparatively, is given to the Church ! But if 
the millionaire, the professional man, the merchant, 
the tradesman, the mechanic assessed himself con- 
scientiously each week and offered the result to God, 
what a magnificent sum total there would be! a 
total equal, we think, to that now gathered for the 
support of the State. 

No longer would there be poor attendances at some 
of our churches on the occasion of special offertories, 
or those spasmodic and exhausting efforts to raise 
money by, sometimes, questionable means. 

Every man would have a fair idea of what he did 
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give, and not be in the position of a certain Christian 
who, with an income oi £200 per annum, thought he 
gave a tenth, yet on reckoning found all his giving 
to amount to but ;f 4, 7s. g\A. 

The Church would no longer be a loser from those 
who have good intentions but weak methods of carry- 
ing them out. Many npw give little because they do 
so only at the end of the quarter, or at the close of the 
year, and many almost nothing, because God's frac- 
tion is not contemplated in their weekly expenditure, 
which almost balances their weekly income. Calcu- 
lation would obviate all this, and Grod's cause would 
accordingly be benefited. 

Furthermore, the needs of the ministry would be 
met with more justice than at present. Often the 
minds of spiritual young men, who would like to 
enter the ministry, are diverted from their purpose 
by solicitous friends, who lay before them the pros- 
pect of being " a poor curate," or of trying to exist 
on a " small living," and good and useful men are 
thereby lost to the Church. Were our system of 
giving carried out, ministers would be raised above 
the depressing anxiety attendant on the providing 
of family necessities, and they could then give their 
minds unfettered to their work, and so be enabled 
to discharge their duties with greater profit to those 
to whom they minister. They would likewise often 
be saved from being obliged to compromise their 
legitimate influence, and their more spiritual labours 
would be less marred by frequent and urgent appeals, 
at present necessary, on behalf of beneficent objects. 
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Of the desirableness of this it is needless to 
speak ; nor do we think it necessary to prove that 
proportionate and weekly offering wonld effect it. 
We consider it sufficient to state that it was in the 
mind of the Apostle when he wrote the order abont 
weekly storing. " That," said he, " there be no 
gatherings wJien I come" 

Some churches would not be so anxions for the 
appointment of rich men, for they could then offer 
a fair amount of things temporal for the ministra- 
tion of things spiritual, and would consequently 
avoid the difficulty, when the rich man died, of 
finding another such to fill his place. There would 
be fewer advertisements, in the public prints, for 
clergymen with f' private means," for the Divine 
principle that " the labourer is worthy of his hire " * 
could be honoured. Nor could it any more be said, 
"The hire of the labourers, which is kept back, crieth : 
and the cries of them which have reaped are entered 
into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth." •(" The paths 
which God has opened for us amongst heathen 
nations would be trod by an increased number of 
neralds of the Cross ; the spiritual ignorance and 
darkness of our cities, towns, and hamlets would 
fade before the increased dissemination of Gospel 
light ; and the cry of " Retrenchment," heard at 
present from Church societies and committees, would 
give place to the more scriptural " Go forward." J 

We have seen prosperity quickly follow the adop- 
tion of the plan advocated, nor is it to be wondered 

• Luke X. 7. + James v. 4. X Exod. xiv, 15. 
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at, for it is Go<r8 financial method for doing His 
work. Look through the ScriptureB, read every 
command and exhortation as to giving, and you wiU 
find the proof of this method established, in that 
acting in accordance with it will enable you in 
some measure to comply vrith every command laid 
dovm : in short, you will accomplish what Stebbing 
said the money spent in war would do, that is, 
" Build a school-house upon every hill side, and in 
every valley over the whole habitable earth. Erect 
an academy in every town, a college in every state, 
crown every hill with a church consecrated, to the 
promulgation of the Gospel of Peace. Support in 
the pulpit an able teacher of righteousness ; so that 
on every Sabbath morning the chime on one hill 
should answer the chime on another round the 
earth's broad circumference, and the voice of prayer 
and song of praise would ascend like a universal 
holocaust to heaven." 

Can you devise any other method which promises 
so much ? If not, have you any reasonable excuse for 
not adopting this ? 



CHAPTER VII. 

" Fly no apinion 'eaose *tis new, 
But strictly search, and after careful view 
Reject, if false ; embrace it if 'tis true." 

— Lucretius. 



( III ) 



CHAPTER Vn. 

OBJECTIONS MET. 

" Fly no opinion 'cause 'tis new, 
Bat strictly search, and after careliil view 
Reject, if false ; embrace it if 'tis tme." 

— Lucrethts, 

Against Grod s fiaction, as it is herein set forth, 
there will be not a few objections laid. To antici- 
pate them all wonld be impossible; we will, how- 
ever, endeavour to deal with a few. 

It may be said with a degree of self-complacency : 
"Your theory is very good, but I cannot adopt it 
because I have a family and I feel I must save for 
my children." 

No doubt you should make due provision for your 
family. The law of providence is taught in Scripture. 
In its earliest pages we may gather that it is right 
to make proper precautions for the future. Joseph, 
by Divine direction, laid by the abundance of seven 
years against the famine of other seven. But if 
we save for children at the expense of keeping back 
from God that which is His, and on which He 
asserts a special claim, will such saving bring His 
blessing upon it? Rather the reverse. Can we 
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conscientiously say to God in the spirit of faith and 
prayer : we cannot give thee of thine own, for 
thou hast given to us sons and daughters. Does the 
Divine Being bestow gifts whereby we may be legiti- 
mately prevented from following His teaching and 
thus honouring Him? The very idea brings its 
own refutation. Upon these very children you need 
the blessing of God. Better far have that than have 
a little more to give them, as the result of keeping 
back from God. But will you have that " little more ? " 
Is it likely that by dishonouring Him you will have 
more favourable opportunities for making money? 
The Divine blessing you feel to be a necessity for your 
children. Your eye will not always be upon them, 
your voice will not ever instruct them, nor your 
hand give guidance. One day you will be gathered 
home to your fathers, and when leaving them you 
will feel the blessing of God to be a tremeridous 
necessity. If this be so why not seek it now, by 
endeavouring out of a loving heart to follow the 
teachings He has laid down in His Word for the 
guidance of all that you are and Jtave ? " For of 
thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble 
bush gather they grapes,* nor do they obtain God's 
favour, " which mdketh rich and addeth no sorrow," f 
by, on any pretence, disregarding His will. 

We have seen parents carefully hoard money for 
their children almost to the entire exclusion of the 
Church, the poor, the heathen, the suflFering ; true, 
a nominal sum was given, but only nominal. The 

* Luke vi. 44. f Prov. x. 22. 
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object of such saving seemed to be, that those 
children might many and rise into a higher social 
sphere, and we have also seen that money melt away 
like snow before the sunshine, and their marriaores 
bring forth the bitterness of gall and wormwood. 
Professional men who have an insight into families 
can tell the same story. The facts of life are in- 
controvertible. Make due provision ! Yes ! by all 
means, but as professing Christians make it in the 
right way. 

Imitative your sons and daughters are, and as 
they apprehend your discharge of duty in offering to 
God, so their practice may be. You are withholding 
from God His fraction on the ostensible ground of 
their benefit. What if they, following your example, 
learn to withhold for themselves ? When they arrive 
at full age will they honour you the more for your 
unhealthy example ? Is it not your duty to them, 
to the Church, to the poor, to the heathen, to your 
Almighty Father, to obviate future misapprehen- 
sion by a free and intelligent discharge of Christian 
obligation. 

Many of the bountiful givers of the present day, 

some of whom have reached opulence, have been 

taught to give when young out of their portion of 

weekly money. Selfishness and greed were subdued 

in childhood, correct habits were formed ; and what 

"mother said and father did" has actuated their 

hearts when their hair was grey and their steps 

tottered, and their hands shook as they wrote with 

feebleness their cheques for God's Church, God's 

H 
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poor, God's suffering humanity, yes, and trembling 
voices were heard blessing the mother who bore them, 
and the God who sustained them. If you would be 
true to the responsibilities of your family and the 
teaching of your professed Christianity, abandon 
the excuse that you cannot offer because you must 
make provision for your family. 

" Our means will not admit of giving this fraction 
of which you write," say some. Now let us be sure 
that this is really so before we plead it as a genuine 
excuse. With our present mode of living we may 
find it impossible, but is this mode absolutely neces- 
sary? and will it admit of no modification? A 
certain mode of life, it is true, is required from 
some ; for example, ministers. Their position is 
made for them; they are required to be in dress 
respectable, in letters versed, and if they are not, 
their congregations are quick to note it, and express 
their disapprobation. And there are a few who 
labour under the same restrictions, but even so, 
may we not in some way modify our expenditure 
to meet God's claims on income? Are there not 
some thmgs which we could do without, it may be 
with advantage to ourselves ? Why should we regard 
as necessities things which others with an equal 
income have not? If Providence lessened our in- 
come, it might be we would have to do without these 
things. Can we not then for the honour of Gt)d and 
duty forego them ? 

Such a course may involve us in sacrifice ; but, be 
it remembered, Christianity was founded on sacrifice, 
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and Christians are called upon to deny themselveB. 
Self-denial is part of the soul discipline hj which God 
trains and perfects us, and the personal benefits of such 
training are very great. They more than compensate 
for what we are at first sight apt to consider loss. 
Those who have done most for God and man are those 
who have endured the keenest sacrifices, and humanity 
itself has encircled their names with a halo of glory. 

The Jewish offerings cost the offerers something. 
The ^rs^-fruits were presented, the fairest result of 
toil and care and labour. And in every instance 
of giving in the New Testatment this principle of 
sacrifice in offering is evident. Indeed, can giving 
to God that which has cost us nothing be said to be 
true giving ? Is not the very oflfering, small though 
it be, enhanced by the sacrifice it calls forth on our 
part? We need to learn from the king warrior, 
who, when abundance was urged upon him where- 
with to sacrifice, honourably refused such, and said : 
"Neither will I offer unto the Lord my God of that 
which doth cost me nothing." * If more of this spirit 
prevailed we would not hear so much of the excuse 
against which we write. 

When Christ said to the sick of the palsy, "Arise, 
take up thy bed and go unto thine house,*' "(• the ability 
was given to comply with the command. When He 
said to the man with the withered hand, ^ Stretch 
forth thine hand,*' J the necessary power was imparted 
to obey, and so you will find it in all Christ*s miracles, 
but not there only, for the same fact appears in 

* 2 Sam. xxiT. 24. t Matt. ix. 6. J Matt. xii. 13. 
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God's dealings with His people in the Old Testament 
writings in relation to monetary as well as to other 
matters. And it is onr conviction that when we try 
lovingly to obey God, the ability to perform is given 
to us. If we think we have not the ability, it is 
perhaps because we have never really tried to per- 
form. If the sick of the palsy and the maimed 
man had not honestly endeavoured to follow Christ's 
directions, they would not have been cured, nor can 
we obtain the reward unless by obedience to the 
command, " Give, and it shall be given unto you ; 
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together 
and running over." * We are here reminded of the 
old woman, a quaint and pious soul, and a regular 
attendant at her parish church, who, when twitted one 
day as to what she wonld do if she was called upon to 
preach, aptly enough replied : ** If the Lord called me 
to do it. He w'd give me the way." If the Lord calls 
upon us to offer His fraction He will give us the way. 
Or again some one says inwardly — "I offer a 
little, and I am very content as I am." Friend, if 
a sheep falls into the mire, it struggles to get out, 
but if an animal of another species falls in, it makes 
no effort to free itself. The Master's sheep hear 
His voice and are not content to remain in the 
trammels of the world, but follow Him. Saul of 
Tarsus was content as he persecuted the Church, and 
thought he " ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth,"-f- but, when he became 
one of Christ's flock he was no longer so content, 

* Luke vi. 38. + Acts xxvi. 9. 
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but by the help of God's Spirit struggled against 
former convictions and practices, and rose to duty 
and sacrifice for Christ. The crucial point for you 
to consider is whether your content arises from 
obeying God in the light of His teaching? Any 
other is false : besides, mere content is a poor gauge. 
There is a species of content even in sin. 

Such a passage as this, " Every man as he pur- 
poseth in his heart, so let him give, not grudgingly 
or of necessity," * may seem to present a difficulty to 
the minds of some in accepting what is laid down 
as the scriptural rule, but it should be remembered 
that such was originally addressed to those whose 
ideas of liberality had already been formed, and 
who had manifested that liberality " to their power 
and beyond their power." If we have established 
the law of the tenth by the even tenor of Scripture, 
it cannot be upset by an isolated passage like this. 
The truth is, this is an appeal for the free-will 
ofierings of the people, just such as we find in the 
Old Testament, " Speak unto the children of Israel 
that they bring Me an ofiering ; of every man that 
giveth it willingly with his heart, ye shall take 
Mine offering," t But such passages do not invali- 
date the God-claimed portion of a tenth. To these 
free-will offerings we have already referred,! and 
have shown that they were asked for and given as 
manifestations of love and gratitude, and were in 
addition to the recognised tenth. Reasoning merely 
from such passages in the Old Testament, we might 

* 2 Cor. ix. 7. t Exod. xxv. 2. % Page 24. 
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and as mnch beyond it as our enlightened conscience 
will prompt ns to give. But if the effect be to 
canse all Christians to give only a tenth, what an 
improvement it would be to the present lamentable 
condition of things. Even thus circumscribed the 
Church and the world would be materially benefited 
It may be said : " This offering is not necessary to 
salvation/' We know full well that salvation is alone 
derivable through the atonement of our blessed Lord, 
through faith in Him and consequent love to God, 
and that it is " without money and without price," * 
but offering that which involves sacrifice on our part 
is a manifestation of our love and one of the fruits 
of our salvation. We are told that it is requisite to 
love the Lord with " all our heart." f If we love thus, 
we will endeavour to do what we can gather to be 
His will in His Word, and in so doing use every 
possible means to give Him His offering. If the 
love of money or that which money procures reigns 
in our heart above the love of God, then it is impera- 
tively necessary for vs to give a tenth and more, as a 
corrective to the covetousness of the soul, indeed 
money-love and all other loves must be subservient to 
Christ-love. " He must reign." J And for some it 
may be necessary to give not a tenth, or a fifth, but far 
more. Hearken to the question of that goodly young 
man, who came asking what he might do to inherit 
eternal life. Listen to Christ's answer: "Sell," to 
any limited sum? no, but "all that thou hast, and 
distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 

* Isa. Iv. I. t Deut. vi. 5. $ i Cor. xv. 25. 
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in heaven : and come, follow Me " * Christ evi- 
dently makes liberality one of the tests of our love, 
and we shall stand that test but poorly if we are 
seeking refuge firom offering under the specious plea 
just named. 

Or, again, it is said : " I do not feel specially called 
on to make this offering." The giving of a tenth 
from very early times, perhaps, as we have intimated, 
the earliest, was commanded by God. It rested as a 
moral obligation on men, it has not been done away 
with, but is found in the New Testament and is vet 
in force. We have the highest incentives to give 
more. The early Church was moved by these incen- 
tives, and did offer more. Then, this being so, we 
assume a false position if we rest on feeling, and 
seek not to learn and act up to our duty. Mere 
feeling is a blind guide. Our ignorance of God's will, 
or law, does not excuse us from our responsibilities,' 
any more than ignorance of Queen Victoria's laws 
excuses a subject from obeying them. We are as 
professing Christians commanded to " Render unto 
God the things which be God's," f and it is our business 
to find out what these " things " are, apart from feel- 
ing. If we once know, we cannot feel so indifferent 
in the face of neglected duty, particularly if we 
are Christians. The polished Athenians, the brave 
Romans, the Hindoos, the men of Arabia, felt so in- 
tently the call of duty towards their deities that they 
offered more than a tenth, and it is but an indif- 
ferent feeling on our part, unworthy of being pleaded 
* Luke xviii. 22. t Mark xii. 17. 
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as an excuse, which will not awaken greater interest 
and lead to more vigorous action. 

We fear that some, whose means are limited, may- 
read these pages and think that because they have 
little it is not worth while to offer of that little, that 
whether they give it or withhold it is a matter of no 
moment either to them or others. 

On mere ordinary consideration we attach a 
certain importance to things small and great. The 
mind seems to become absorbed in the stupendous 
effects of great things, so much so, that the results 
of little things are all but overlooked. This may 
arise from our limited capacities, or from not 
using them as fully as we might; but to the 
Infinite One, who views things in their combinations, 
relations, and results, it appears differently. 

As we see Him reflected in Nature and Revela- 
tion, we learn that the smallest things are of the 
highest importance, and what we account " little," 
He may, and does consider great. 

'^ A wave of the hand may seem to us a little 
thing, yet it is not so insignificant as we imagine ; 
motion does not stop there, but is taken up by the 
air which is impelled against the walls of the room, 
&c., thence reflected, and so by direct and reacting 
waves continually comminuted but never destroyed." * 
The gift of a little to God, as we learn from His 
Word, has again and again been endowed with the 
highest importance. The Saviour says : ** He that 
is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 

* Groves* " Correlation of Physical Forces." 
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much." * If God has given us little, we are as 
responsible for offering that little, as the rich man 
for offering his large sums. It is for us to consider 
our duty in the matter, and not until we have dis- 
charged that does our responsibility end. 

Every department of God's cause needs a multi- 
plication of fractions, little as well as great. Dr. 
M^Lagan, on the occasion of his seventh Anni- 
versary, in his speech to the clergy, acknowledged 
the place and power of " littles," and that they were 
not sufficiently calculated upon. He said " they " 
(the clergy) " trusted too much to the guineas of 
the rich and too little to the pence of the poor." 
Perhaps one of the most patent exhibitions of the 
important effect of '* littles " is before us in the large 
sum raised every year for Hospitals by that very 
excellent institution known as " Hospital Saturday." 
If, at present, you cannot see your way to be suffi- 
ciently careful, so as to be able to give your propor- 
tionate little, it is by no means likely that when 
you have much you will be more careful. This 
whole subject must be considered with deeper 
thought by the masses of the people generally. It 
is a most pernicious and too widespread idea, that 
the Church and all that pertains to God should be 
supported by the wealthy. They undoubtedly have 
their part to do, but poorer people have theirs also. 
God has not given to the rich the monopoly of sup- 
porting His cause, nor is this an unmerciful order 
of things for the poor themselves. As Christianity 

* Luke xvi, la 
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is for all men, irrespective of their temporal condi- 
tion, BO its claims 'are equally upon all. 

Upon this topic of giving, as a rule, objections 
arise, either directly or indirectly, from a spirit of 
covetonsness, which is the strong element in our 
nature that opposes our rendering God His due. 
It blunts our finest sensibilities, blinds the eye, 
stops the ear, closes the mouth, turns the edge 
of the keenest argument forged to assail it, and 
does all this so imperceptibly, that men often 
cannot for some time realise that they are under its 
power. Nor do we fail to find this sin treated of 
in the Bible, the mirror which shows man his 
true state, and is so perfect in its representation of 
human nature that looking into it we find not only 
the broad lines of human character appear exactly 
as they are but the lesser delineations also. No 
flattery is discoverable, but man is set forth as he is. 
The spirit which inspired its writers has not crouched 
or grovelled to human fancy or pride, and thereby 
we have one of the proofs of its Divine authorship. 

In this true representation of man it is astonish- 
ing to find the space given to show the extent of 
the sin of covetousness. It is not for us in the 
limits of this work to enter widely upon this fact, 
but its repeated mention in God's Word shows its 
wide hold on the human life, and how deeply it 
ent-ers into the motives and actions of men. Its 
nature and efiects are strongly put before us and 
condemned ; He whose eye " searcheth the heart "* 

* 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 
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declares it to be in its nature " idolatii/J* " Covet- 
ousness which is idolatry " * is the language of the 
inspired writer ; that idolatry which means the 
worshipping of another God beside Jehovah, a sin 
which caused the overthrow of men and nations, 
that is the fearful sin which actuates the heart, and 
pleads from time to time plausible objections and 
excuses for withholding from God His own. 

The early Church took a much stronger view of 
this sin than professing Christians do now; they 
evidently made its manifestation in any of their 
members a ground for severing them from Christian 
communion. St Paul in his First Epistle to the 
Corinthians says : t "I write unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is named a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetovs, or an idolater or a railer, 
or a drunkard, or an extortioner ; with such an one 
no not to eat." Nor is the future punishment 
of this sin uncertain. They who practise it are 
enumerated with those whose vices are admitted 
by us : " Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the king- 
dom of God." J Many who are professedly Chris- 
tian would scorn to be guilty of these other offences, 
but do they scorn equally the sin of covetousness ? 

The grasp of this sin is undoubtedly on our 
nation. The Dean of St. Paul's preaching a little 
time since stated such to be the fact, and classed 
the magnitude of the sin with that of devastating 
war. He said : '^ We have not got rid of war ; we 

* Col. iii. 5. + Cor. v. 1 1. J i Cor. vL 10 ; Eph. v. 3 
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still stand face to face with destroying intemper- 
ance and the idolatry of covetousness" and this, 
let us remember, in an age whose splendour, 
superabundance of wealth, and luxurious indulgence 
have not been known since the days of the Imperial 
Caesars. We are satisfied, that, if any considerable 
advance is to be made by the Church, the enormity 
of this sin must be recognised, its power broken by 
that of the blessed Gospel, and more proportionate, 
systematic, and Scriptural ofiFering to God made by 
the entire mass of professing Christians. 

But how is the existence of this covetousness of 
soul to be ascertained by us ? How may we know 
whether it influences us or not ? Here is the test. 
Are we willing to give back to God what we believe, 
from the light of Scripture, to be His special portion 
of income ? If we are unwilling, if we desire to 
keep back any part of it, we are guilty of covetous- 
ness, for it consisteth in the desire to withhold, as 
well as in the act. 

There is a peculiar fascination in money. In a 
most insidious fashion it weaves its power into the 
heart, until, if we are not careful, we will not make 
any effort to give, but seek every opportunity of 
holding all we get. There is therefore a special 
danger to those who are what may fairly be termed 
rich. 

Conversing once with a friend, a magistrate and 
a man of property, in his magnificent home, we 
happened to say that if we were worth so many 
thousand pounds we would do certain much needed 
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works for God's Church. He replied : ^ No, you 
would not ; when you had the thousands of pounds 
you would lose the desired This was the honest 
confession of a man whose worldly substance was 
once small, but who, by the "rise in cotton" during 
the American War, made sums which when invested 
brought to him wealth. What a sad statement, 
and that too from a man who was a Christian. 
What a testimony to the power of money OTer the 
soul ! Of this we have ample illustrations, one of 
which occurs to us as recorded by the late Dean 
of Edinburgh. A rich and noble laird had just 
picked up a small copper coin in his own avenue, 
and had been observed by one of the itinerating 
mendicant class, who, feeling that he needed the 
coin more, exclaimed : " O, pe't to me, my lord ; ** 
to which the quiet answer was, '^ Na, na ; fin' a 
fardin for yersell, puir body." 

This inordinate passion Christ recognised. He 
was Lord of all. He knew the component parts 
and the effects of every element in our nature, and 
He spoke of " the deceiifalness of riches." * It was 
this knowledge which doubtless led Him to utter 
those solemn words : " How hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of Grod.''t By 
His inspired Apostle He gives a distinct commission 
to the rich : " Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
uQcertain riches, but in the living God : that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, READY to 

• Matt. xiii. 22. f Mark x. 23. 
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distribute^ willing to communicate."* Mark ! We 
do not hold that it is a sin to be rich, nor does the 
Word of God anywhere teach this. Far be it from 
us to believe or advocate the Socialistic doctrine 
that " It is a crime to have property," or to coin- 
cide with the view expressed by many Christian 
advocates, that *' It is a wicked thing to die rich," 
but we do maintain, and that from the light of 
Scripture, that it is absolutely essential for the rich, 
in view of the insidious character of their posses- 
sions, to acknowledge God's claim on these posses- 
sions, to systematically set apart what they believe, 
after Scriptural investigation, to be God's fraction or 
portion of such riches, and with a bountiful and 
loving spirit seek to find legitimate channels for 
offering it. This subject to them is of special 
importance. 

Let the rich man have his equipage, palace, 
retinue, and the becoming attendants to his posi- 
tion, but whilst he sees he has these things, let him 
also see that he " renders unto God the things that 
be God's." t To die blinded by the deceitftdness 
of money is a fearful death, yet how few think 
of it ! 

Some there are who do not offer to God during 
life all they know they should, because they like to 
" die rich " and leave legacies. They have a pride 
in anticipating that it will be said of them : " They 
died worth so many thousand pounds " but by no 
passage of the Word of God can this be coun- 

* I Tiin. vi. 17. f ^lark xii. 17. 
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tenanced. The record of all the good and holy is 
of what they DID as opportunity presented itself, or 
as they could find opportunity. Dorcas is said to 
have ** been fall of good works and alms which she 
DID." * " Now is the accepted time." t Moreover, 
what can be done now is needed, what God needs is 
of primary importance. The Scriptural principle is 
giving to God as God gives to us. The little given 
now may bear greater and more timely results than 
the much given in the future, and may not the 
deceitfulness of riches or the importunity of friends 
overcome us at the last ? The principle is not only 
unscriptural but dangerous. The present benefit to 
you of present offering, under the Providence of 
God, may be great. What are you losing ? 

Let every one who reads this work be mindful that 
they have an influence which increases with their 
position in life, and as they are using their Lord's 
fraction, so they are now influencing others. Yes, and 
after death our influence will live, live to be a blessing 
and to stimulate others to honour God ; or, other- 
wise, to impoverish God's cause, and lessen the force 
of His claim on others. The thoughts we instil, 
the false views we teach, the perverted character we 
help to form will all live ; and we are responsible 
for such influence; we have no power to destroy 
our responsibility. 

Our opportunity for acting as. a " good and faith- 
ful servant " J may soon cease, and what we have 
done will influence our future happiness. God will 

* Acts ix. t 2 Cor. vi. 2. X Matt. xxv. 21. 
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render to every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his worbs.* The Lord, 
with whose property we are intrusted, says: "My 
reward is with Me, to give to every man as his 
work shall be." f He will reckon with His servants. 
If you have never thought about God and money in 
close connection, and, as a consequence, have never 
given Him His fraction in the past, what restitution 
will you make ? J " How much owest thou unto 
thy Lord ? " § 

You have read the arguments we have advanced. 
Is there any force in them ? If so, will that force 
be an active principle in your life ? 

" Oh let me give 
Out of the gifts Thou freely givest ; 

Oh let me live 
With life abundantly because Thou livest ; 

Oh make me shine 
In darkest places, for Thy light is mine ; 

Oh let me be 
A faithful witness for Thy truth and Thee." 

— Frances Ridley Haybrgal. 

♦ Prov. xxiv. 12 ; Matt. xvi. 27 ; 2 Tim. iv. 14 ; 2 Cor. xi. 15 ; 
Rev. xiv. 13 ; Rev. xx. 12. 

+ Rev. xxii. 12.. 

t Note, on the suhject of Restitution read Exod. xxii. 3i 5, 6, 12 ; 
Job XX. 18 ; Luke xix. 8. 

§ Luke xvi. 5. 
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Chaptbr I. — God's Fraction. 

Truth — value of — obscured — treasons — God's claim upon 
income not so fully declared as it might be — pro- 
bable reasons — prejudicial consequences — what in- 
come is — God the source of it — proofs — His claim 
on it — shown in the fact that He lends but does not 
alienate from Himself — this seen by references to 
Eden, &c. — by a definite portion of income being 
required by Him at later periods — by express Divine 
statements — ^by the conduct of eminent Scripture 
characters — man agent or steward — this truth en- 
forced — as such we should apportion God's property 
£is He directs — the right to this apportionment God 
has ever asserted — evidence — reasonableness ' — ex- 
press directions laid down by Him as to giving — 
objects set before us to support — all income not our 
own — a certain part may in a special sense be termed 
" The King's Coin," and be particularly regarded as 
God's Fraction — spirit of greed rebuked. . 

Chapter IL — What Fraction 1 

Methods of teaching — utility of — taking consensus of 
scriptural evidence, God's special claim — precedents 
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in Scripture — evidence in support — Macedonian 
Churches — Church at Jerusalem — Zacchaeus — 
widow — Jewish Dispensation, offerings presented 
by command — Levitical tenth — ^f estal and sacrificial 
tenth — trespass offerings — ^^exhortative or free-will 
offerings — Jews gave more* than a fifth — objection 
met — taxation equal to ours — tenth required from 
earlier period — moral law in forciB before Sinaic 
codification — tenth a moral obligation and pro- 
bably obligatory also before — same probability shown 
from reference to Sabbath — conclusion. 

Chapteb hi. — What Fraction? 

Foregoing argument advanced by reference to Patri- 
archal Dispensation — Job — ^Abraham and Melchi- 
zedek — reference in Hebrews — vow of Jacob — hav- 
ing reviewed three Dispensations find no instance that 
teaches us to give less than a tenth — should give in 
proportion — reasonable, such taught in New Testa- 
ment instances — proportion involves arule — rule found 
in Scripture, a tenth — objection to the peculiarity of 
the Jewish Dispensation met — obj ection Patriarchs did 
not give by command — refuted — ^probability of tenth 
given under the Adamic Dispensation — references to 
early heathen offerings — Cain's offering — no evidence 
that command to give a tenth abolished — moral duties 
of Jewish Dispensation binding on us, offering a tenth 
moral duty, ergo binding -now — Apostles expressed 
the mind of Christ — St. Paul's statement of the sup- 
port of the Christian ministry, founded on support 
of Jewish — he spoke as inspired — considering har- 
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mony and unity of Bible, and that "whatsoever 
things written aforetime ... for our instruction," 
and that we should be imitators of those who in- 
herit the promises— 'a tenth of income at least belongs 
to God. 

Chapter IV. — Its Variableness. 

Variableness of the measure of duty — in every New 
Testament instance more than a tenth given — in- 
stances examined — likely these cases singled out 
for our instruction — our privileges — knowledge — 
mission greater than the Jews, ergo our offerings 
should be greater — wealthy should not stop at a 
tenth — ^necessities of the times — paths opened into 
heathen countries — condition of labouring classes — 
population of large cities — missionary societieis 
crippled by lack of money — statements by bishops — 
-—condition of clergy — clerical charities — increased 
fidelity by Christians necessaiy in the discharge of 
duty — ^inconsistency between Christian profession 
and practice — evil effect on others — giving too much 
— in deciding amount of offering should consider — 
mercies received from God— the amount we retain 
— the power of the Cross — conclusion. 

Chapter V. — When to Offer it. 

During Divine Wors^^ip on the Lord's Day^love 
primary characteristic of true worship — it is not 
satisfied with mere interchange of sentiments and 
feelings— by substantial forms ratifies such expres 
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sions — we should offer then not only praise and 
prayer in worship but some of our substance — 
worship and offering associated from earliest times 
— instances — Kabbins — Christ at the Treasury — in- 
terest therein — import — if offering be an essential 
part of our worship may expect to find some apostolic 
direction for furtherance of such — found in i Cor. 
xvi 2, "First day of the week" &c — ^^this the day 
of worship— here then opportunity provided for 
offering of what is put in store — suitability of the 
time — presence of God — petition — aids to faith — 
humility — associations of the day — all help us to 
present true offering — Church shoxildjyrovide for such 
— our advantage in being allowed to offer — should 
arrange to do so — objection met — all included — 
poor — free seats — good effect of offering in public wor- 
ship — privilege thereof — honour — facts for church- 
goers — royal functions — offer remainder of our pro- 
portionate store through various suitable channels 
according to the nearness and necessity of claims — 
by quietest methods — when specially needed-^ dis- 
crimination — in such keep Christ before us. 

Chapter VI. — Its Advantages. 

To true offerers themselves as recorded in Scripture — 
daily life — compensatory laws — God not unmindful 
— promises — increase of concern and interest in 
Church and godly institutions — power to offer in- 
creased — pleasure also — may lead to the apprehension 
of greater truths — effect on thrift — ^instance — destroy 
mere competitive giving — teach poor to give as well 
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as to receive — spirit of true independence awakened 
— show true position of " littles " — benefit to Church 
— ^greater interest awakened in her well-being — kind 
of interest most needed now — increased revenue and 
power for good — effect on special offertories — ques- 
tionable means— good intentions— strengthen hands 
of clergy — churches and rich parsons — "private 
means"— retrenchment— assist ;poor districts, &c.— 
help us to comply with God^s commands as to offering 
— Stebbing on war. 

Chapter VII. — Objections Met. 

A number of objections adduced by some persons from 
Scripture and daily life considered and answered 
— covetousness, the enormity of the sin — its insidi- 
ousness — how regarded by the early Church — present 
hold on Christians — Dean of St. Paul's quoted — 
how to find out where covetousness is — we are re- 
sponsible for our influence— Socialism— rich men 
— a fearful death — a false ambition — God's need — 
personal loss — future aspects — what force in the 
whole argument — what effect on reader ? 



THE END. 
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